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The prospect of a long war between the Allies and Germany has suddenly been shaken by Stalin’s 
That is the question which the rulers of Europe are 
The Scandinavian States, in particular, are nervous; so are the Balkan Governments, which 


invasion of Finland. 
asking. 


Will Russia strike again ? 


Mussolini is trying to weld into a bloc to resist Soviet influence. 
In the West, it is being suggested that Russia, not Germany, is now the menace 
to be resisted, and that the Western Powers and Germany should combine to meet it. 


In the following article, however, J. 


W, Cowling shows that such a dramatic 


development would be no more in the interests of the ordinary men and women of 
Europe than would a continuation of the war against Germany. That war, and the 
antagonism between Russia and other European Powers, are only symptoms of an 
underlying trouble which cannot be dealt with by the futile and bestial method 


of war, 


Europe is at the crossroads: before fateful decisions are made the people must 
let their voices be heard in favour of peace; they must call for the removal of 


conditions that bring war. 


And the people of Britain have a special responsibility, 


for upon Britain’s decisions largely depends the future of the Continent. 


by J. W. 
THE much-discussed Blitzkrieg has 
been launched against Finland, not 


against Britain. It has been launched by 
Russia, not by Germany. 


The surprise sprung by Stalin a week 
ago marked a new development in the 
course of events. Why did Stalin move, 
and what does the future hold? 


* ad * 


In the first place, we should beware of 
the attitude of those Liberal and Labour 
circles in Britain which have become 
almost hysterical about the Russian invas- 
ion of Finland. 


To listen to them one would imagine that 
Stalin had suddenly betrayed high ideals 
tor which his country stood in international 
affairs. That, I submit, is nonsense. 


My 

The Russians have been trying to build 
up a socialist State in a capitalist, impcrial- 
ist world. Therefore, particularly at the 
beginning. every government’s hand was 
against them. 

A capitalist Power, of course, distrusts 
any other Poaver which is not bound to it 
by material interests. Whether’ the 
Bolshevik Revolution had happened or not, 


Any Exeuse.. 


TWO extracts from the Daily Worker 
4% of December 1: 


Sir Stafford Cripps: 

“Had it not been for tha German-Nazi 
influence in Finland and the anti-Soviet 
feeling stirred up it is probable that the 
exchange of territory would have been 
accepted.” 

Alex Gossip: 
“1 have no doubt whatever that Finland 


is being advised by the British and French 
Governments.” (Our italics), 


These two testimonials to Russia in 
her recent action appear with a third 
under the heading: * THEY AGREE.” 
But a better title might have been: 
“OR ANY OTHER REASON WHY.” 
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Cowl 

owling 

Russia would have been in that position. 
But since the Revolution did take place, 
the Russians felt, with reason, that they 
were looked upon as an arch-enemy by all 
capitalist Powers. 

So Russia, not being pacifist, built up a 
mighty military machine; but, since she is 
blessed with a goodly share of the world’s 
raw materials, she has not hitherto been 
an aggressor. 


Russia’s Motive 


But all the time Soviet foreign policy has 
been governed by the same consideration 
that governs the foreign policy of other 
States: the security of No. 1. In the world 
of today, for an armed nation, that means 
inevitably power-politics. 

For a time power-politics had a cloak of 
respectability, made in Geneva. But the 
cloak has been thrown off by one Power 
after another, to reveal the armour and the 
weapons that were always underneath. 

In that respect Russia has been no better 
and no worse than other Powers. 


* *% * 


We might, indeed, have hoped for some- 
thing better. Many did. As the News 
Chronicle put it on Friday: 

“For years the Soviet Government has been 
hag-ridden by tho fear that, because of her 
revolutionary ideas as well as her fertile terri- 
tories, Russia might one day be attacked by a 
coalition cf capitalist States. But she had one 
great safeguard—the respect and sympathy of 
masses of people in every country. So long as 
she had that she was secure from the attack 
which she feared. By her cruel and cynical 
seizure of Finland she has thrown away that 
protection.” 

One of Stalin’s apologists in Britain, the 
Daily Worker, told us last week that Fin- 
land had been the outpost of capitalist 
intrigue against Russia. If that was true, 
then Finland has paid the price which 
Austria, Czecho-Slovakia, and Poland also 
paid for becoming—-willingly or otherwise 
—~pawns in the intrigues of the big Powers. 
How far it was true we shall not know till 

(Continued on back page) 


FINLAND: STALIN'S 
ATTACK EXPLAINED 


Power Polities : Another Move 
on the European Chessboard |& 


(pESEIre the quietness that still envelopes the war on the Western 

Front, behind-the-scenes diplomacy is in a turmoil of activity. 
are being planned on the chessboard of Europe which affect the lives of 
millions. Day after day brings new developments, each one bewildering in 
its suddenness to those who do not see what lies beneath. 


They 
tell 


TRS 
this: 


ety a 
EEDOM 1S” 
IN PERIL = 
DEFEND IT. 

} WITH ALL 
YOUR MIGHT | 


oe 


this is their idea of **defenee’?: | 


Moves 


Police Ban Women’s 


Silent Peace March 


LONDON's police chief, Sir Philip Game, has banned the silent march which was 
to have been a feature of the demonstration organized by the Women’s Peace 
Campaign for Saturday, December 16. 
It was planned that the women demonstrators should march in complete silence, 
bearing no banners and distributing no literature, from the Embankment to the 
Central Hall, Westminster, where a meeting will be addressed by prominent 
women speakers. 
The ban has been imposed in accordance with an order issued under the Defence 
Regulations by the Home Secretary, Sir John Anderson, on November 28, prohibit- 
ing “processions of a political character” in the London area for three months dating 
from December 2. 
Sir Philip Game was adamant when he received a delegation from the organizers 
of the campaign on Tuesday. “I regard this as a political demonstration,” he said, 
adding that the absence of banners, &c., made no difference. The only higher 
authority to whom the organizers could appeal, he informed them, was the Home 
Secretary himself. 
Sir John Anderson, accordingly, is to be approached by members of the Parlia- 
mentary Pacifist Group and asked :— 


1. To remove the ban on this particular demonstration; or 
failing this: 

2. To define what is meant by “processions of a political 
character”; and 

3. To show how the Women’s Peace Campaign silent march 
could be covered by such definition, since it was organized by 
an ad hoc, non-party, non-sectarian group, and was to have been 
only passively demonstrative. 

The whole question of the right of demonstration was to he 
raised by questions in the House, probably on Thursday of this 
week. 

Distinguished Speakers 

Meanwhile, the arrangements for the meeting at the Central 
Hall, Westminster, on Saturday, December 16, at 2.30, are 
practically completed. There will be a large and distinguished 
platform of women, and among the speakers will be Vera 
Brittain, Dame Sybil Thorndike, Ruth Fry, Mary Gamble, Mrs. 
Innes, and the mother of a conscientious objector. 

Admission will be free. A few reserved seats are available, 
price 6d. 


Sir Philip Game. 
“ Political,” he ruled 


the proposed women’s 


Silent Peace March, Puc : > . 
Aiid#bantiedsifwohesy., An appeal is issued by the committee of the Women's Peace 


ing Sir John Ander- Campaign to sympathizers throughout the country to come to 
son. this meeting if at all possible, and make its success a reply to 
But this veto is the banning of the procession. 

Rc PeGch pe a Organizers of proposed marches in Liverpool, Bristol and 
moved or not, the Glasgow, where as yet there is no ban, are urged to go ahead 
whole issue of the with their plans. 

right of public In conjunction with the campaign there will be intensive 
selling of Peace News in London and throughout the country oa 


demonstration will be 
raised in the House : 
(Continued on back page) 
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HITLER | 


e Must Understand A REPLY TO OUR 


His Significance 
says JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


FYPANY people have taken objection to 

my recent remarks on Hitler. That I 
have -been misinterpreted as desiring to 
“defend Hitler” is, ] suppose, my own 
fault. But my purpose was to persuade 
people to try to understand him: to impress 
upon them his significance. 

I find, almost everywhere, a deep resist- 
ance against recognizing that significance ; 
and the reason for it is, I think, that people 
do dimly feel his significance, and are 
afraid to look at it hard, because of what 
they might discover.” 

Kind words will not exorcise Hitler ; 
neither will war. He is war. The only 
thing I know that can overcome Hitler and 
Hitlerism is a very deep and almost 
desperate religious faith, And even to 
realize the necessity of a deep religious 
faith is pretty terrible. é 

Maniae or —? 

There are two ways of looking at Hitler. 
One is to look on him as an incomprehen- 
sible maniac, the man who upset the neat 
apple-cart of European civilization, and 
whom the kindly German people are wait- 
ing to disown. This is to me pure illusion. 

The other is to see him for what he really 
is—the underlying spirit of a whole civiliza- 
tion made manifest to itself. What we 
really do, not what we think we do, is per- 
fected in Hitler. 

Hitler says internationalism is humbug, 
and acts accordingly—consciously, deliber- 
ately, consistently. We profess to believe 
in internationalism, but always act as 
though it were moonshine. 


War, says Hitler, is the natural condition 
of national societies; we say peace—but 
what we mean is war by peaceful means. 
Hitler calls the bluff. Nations, he says, 
never yield anything on grounds of justice, 
but only to the threat of syperior force. 

It is hard to deny it. If these things are 
so, he says, then the paramount duty of a 
nation is to make its force irresistible, if it 
is physically and morally strong enough to 
do so. Those who dispute this paramount 
purpose must be crushed ; and the power 
and the resolution to crush them, and to 
crush one’s own scruples in the effort, he 
says, is a spiritual power. 


What Peaee Needs 


It is; but the spirit is Satanic. But the 
position is ‘terribly, terrifyingly, logical. 
Follow power-politics to its conclusion, and 
that is where you inevitably end. We 
British profess the principle that the 
individual must not be crushed for pur- 
poses of state. Nevertheless, our politics 
are power-politics. 

Hitler is forcing into the open the hidden 
conflict between our domestic principle 
and our politics of power. Now it will have 
to be decided. Hitler shakes us out of our 
comfortable dream that we have the will to 
peace. We would like peace; but that is a 
very different thing. Hitler reveals to us 
what the will to peace really demands. 
The will to peace is none other than the 
will not to resist Hitler by violence, know- 
ing what we are doing, knowing what the 
result may be. That calls for faith; and 
that faith is Pacifism. 


CRITICS 


by THE EDITOR 


THERE is ::10 need for us to presume to 
i aid Mr. Middleton Murry in his de- 
fence of the argument he used in his recent 
article. We would, however, add some 
comments on other aspects of the corre- 
spondence of which the letter from Mr. 
Spencer on this page last week was but 
one example, but which has since included 
a number of letters taking strong exception 
to Mr. Spencer's remarks. 


As regards the reproach concerning the 
maintenance’ of “a high standard of true 
pacifist thought,” this, in relation to con- 
tributions from Middleton Murry, strikes 
at least one of our readers (Frederick Lohr, 
of Woodford Green) as “intensely funny,’ 
while others make similar comments. Mr. 
Lohr adds: 

“ Hitherto, my reading of Murry’s books would 
indicate to me that if anything, his standard is 
a little too high for us.” 

Other correspondents have some timely 
things to say about the larger question of 
the effect on peopte of controversial matter. 
“Tt is inconceivable,” says M. R. Baker, of 
Lincoln, “ that pacifists should regard any- 
thing which does not boost our own country 
or eulogize the utterances of our Cabinet 
Ministers as pro-German.” 


Build on Truth 


E. G. Collison, a member of West Wick- 
ham branch of the Peace Pledge Unicn, 
writes: 


“YT feel that it is useless to argue with Mr. 
Spencer (whose sincerity I do not doubt), but in 


Pacifist Commentary . . . by “Observer” 


HOW BRITAIN SHOULD REPLY TO 
THk INDIAN CHALLENGE 


ME. CHAMBERLAIN is reported to have 

said, “If imperialism means assertion 
of racial superiority, suppression of political 
and economic freedom of other peoples, ex- 
ploitation of resources of other countries 
for the benefit of the imperialist country, 
then I say those are not characteristics of 
this country.” 

That “ this is pleasing to the ear, but does 
not square with facts,” is the comment of 
Mr. Gandhi in a message to the News 
Chronicle published on Tuesday. 

“ The policy adopted in Kenya, the clove 
business in Zanzibar, the Ottawa Pact, not 
to speak of Dominions which exploit so- 
called uncivilized races of the earth, donot 
show as if the imperial spirit was dead,” 
he added: 

“Coming nearer home, is paramountcy 
over Indian princes consistent with even 
elementary democracy, let alone the death 
of imperialism? . Millions of Indians 
remain under undiluted autocracy by 
reason of paramountcy.” 


V you'can 
afford \ 


From your cetailer or post free from 
Essona Perfumery Co. 
10. Fontenoy Passage. London, 5.2.11 


Small wonder that Congress, the body 
which speaks for most organized Indians, 
has challenged Britain to declare what her 
professed fight for democracy means in 
terms of the government of India. Small 
wonder, too, that Britain’s evasion of the 
point, followed by the resignation of all the 
Congress provincial Governments, is lead- 
ing to an increasingly grave deadlock which 
threatens to become a first-class crisis for 
this country in the New Year. 

If this is to be averted, one of th2 chief 
needs is for the people in this country (in 
whose name India is controlled) to see that 
they are as fully informed on the subject 
as possible. Peace News cannot hope to 
give to that task anything like the space 
that it would like to give. 

But organizations exist in this country to 
do just that job, and groups and individuals 
would be well advised to get into touch 
with them for speakers and information. 
There are, for example, the Indian Concilia- 
tion Group (secretary, Miss Agatha Harri- 


Yeon, 2 Cranbourne Court, Albert Bridge 
jxtoad, S.W.11) and the India League (165, 


Strand, W.C.2). 


A Gandhi Broadcast ? 


T° this end, too, Miss Agatha Harrison, 

at a meeting in Manchester, suggested 
that Mr. Gandhi himself should be invited 
to broadcast to the British people. In sup- 
port of this the Peace Pledge Union has 
already given a lead. Telegrams have been 
sent to the BBC, the Viceroy of India, and 
Lord Zetland, Secretary for India, whole- 
heartedly supporting the suggestion, and to 
Mr. Gandhi begging him to announce his 
willingness to speak. 

The News Chronicle is therefore to be 
warmly congratulated for publishing the 
special message from Mr. Gandhi, and “oz 
Its sympathetic leading article. These con- 
trast strongly with the vicious leading 
article in The Times on the same day. 

Perhaps the most mischievous part of 
that article was that which threw the onus 
for a settlement back on the Indians on the 
ground that they must settle thei: internal 


differences before Dominion Status is pos- 
sible. An earlier cable (October 23) from 
Mr. Gandhi to a press correspondent repre- 
senting various European papers serves to 
answer that. 
: “The minorities question is a bogey. Not that 
it does not exist, but its proper solution can only 
come out of the proposed Constituent Assembly. 
The burden of solving the tangle rests not on 
Britain but on the Constituent Assembly. 
According to Indian opinion the Hindu-Muslim 
question is the direct product of British rule. 
“The least the Congress could do was to with- 
draw the Congress ministers from provincial 
administrations. Further action will wholly 
depend upon Britain's handling of the crisis. 
The Congress has left the door open to Britain 
to mend the mistake.” 


What India Wanis 


THE whole point, as Mr. Gandhi’s message 
to the News Chronicle this week makes 
plain, is that if Britain really desires to de- 
fend democracy, then democracy for -India 
means allowing the Indiar; themselves to 
determine how they shall be governed. 

He does not even claim that Congress 
opinion should alone decide, and he em- 
phasizes that Congress’s own proposals are 
not entirely rigid, but he adds: “ An election 
campaign will itself be sufficient education 
for the purpose of broadly knowing the 
popular will.” 


What They Said 
About War... 


No. 4 


“If French and German blood flows 
anew, as 25 years ago, in a still longer 
and more murderous war, then each 
of the two nations will fight confident 
of its own victory; but destruction 
and barbarity will be the surest 
victors.” 


—An extract from a communica- 
tion from M. Daladier to Herr 
Hitler. 


-ee Is Still True 


justification of my protest, I would say that if 
our propaganda and testimony can stand the test 
of truth, charges of ‘pro-Germanism’ are both 
irrelevant and unworthy. I am also puzzled by 
Mr. Spencer's use of the terms ‘anti’ and ‘ con- 
structive.’ If such articles as the one in question 
are to be excluded from its columns, I cannot 
quite see what Peace News is to consist of.” 

And Kenneth Pride (London, S.W. 12) 
comments: 

“Surely, if we are alive and moving. we can- 
not hope to be without opposition. After all, we 
want social change, otherwise you could doubt- 
less make Peace News sell like the Daily rg 
A good social order can only be built on truth as 
far as it can be found, and truth is scmetimes 
unpalatable. Thus, when a writer of some 
spiritual and intellectual calibre does write for 
Peace News, 1 think the efforts of the Ilford 
group to suppress his views are to be 
deprecated.” 


Should Sellers Refuse? 


Which brings us to the point on which 
we ourselves, editorially and as publishers 
(as well as being concerned for the cause 
of pacifism), feel most strongly. To quote 
one more letter, from R. Davison and N. M. 
Gill, of Hindhead: 

“We are all very grateful to our ardent 
Peace News sellers for their excellent work on 
behalf of our paper; but even this surely does 
not give them the right to dictate its policy. 
They can refuse to sell it, but would they not 
show greater wisdom were they to redouble their 
gailiant efforts to increase the sale of a paper 
which has the honour to include within its pages 
the thought and teaching of our greatest literary 
critic and our greatest thinker—John Middleton 
Murry.” 

If any particular persons or groups 
honestly believe that Peace News is—as a 
whole and as a general rule—thoroughly 
bad, and that its sale in any circumstances 
would actually do more harm than good, 
no-one is going to try to compel them to 
sell it, or in any way to help it. They at 
any rate should have complete exemption 
as conscientious objectors! 


Otherwise, however, pacifists ought not 
to place orders for copies and then, because 
of a particular item (and here we believe 
our most distinguished contributors would 
agree that considerations of authorship are 
beside the point). refuse to sell the paper. 
At the very least they ought, surely, to pay 
for the copies they ordered and expected 
to sell. 


That certain of the contents cf most 
issues of Peace News provoke criticism no- 
one will deny. Nor, indeed, do we make 
any apology for that. There must be few, 
even within the membership of the PPU, 
who agree with every word in every issue. 


But can we not leave to our opponents 
(if to anybody) to pick out the items that 
each individual likes least in order to use 
them to condemn the whole? 


Finally, let these letters, written on the 
same day and in relation to the same issue, 
speak for themselves and sum vp the whole 
matter: — 


“As I will no 
longer submit to be 
shouted at with 
letters nearly an 
inch high, nor 
muster the patience 
to break off reading 
an article while I 
turn to page X, I am 
discontinuing my let me know the 


“This week’s issue 
is particularly good. 
I shall be giad if you 
will send copies to 
the folloving. .. 


“Perhaps you will 


Peace News order to total cost.” 
my newsagent at 
once.” (Rev.) H. J. DALE, 
G. W. WELLS. Lymington. 
Hailsham. 


Tough Luck on Neutrals! 


To the Editor of “ Peace News.” 


I think it ought to go on -ecord that Mr. 
Middleton Murry’s views on Herr Hitler and Mr. 
Churchill have been attacked from the “right” 
as well as from the “left.” Cassandra of the 
Daily Mirror and Hannen Swaffer of the Daily 
Herald were both outraged by Mr. Murry’s too- 
pacifist point of view: the Nford PPU group, et 
al, have been appalled by his an-pacifist attitude. 
I find myself somewhere between the two—on 
Mr. Murry’'s shoulders, in fact. 


What really appals me, of course, is that my 
marvellous front page article will not have been 
read in Ilford. Just another example of neutrals 
innocently suffering! 


ANDREW STEWART. 
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NAZi METHODS IN FRAN 


Pacifism Gains Ground in US. 


Letter from Britain Leads 
to Youth’s Arrest 


HE “ democratic” French Government is crushing liberty of 
expression with all the ruthlessness of a dictator. 


One instance of this—the apprehension of a French youth 
who supports the war, merely because he had received letters from 
a British friend who does not—appears in the article below by 


Hallam Tennyson. 


News of the arrest of prominent French pacifists and of the suppression of 


the anti-war movement has already appeared in Peace News. 


An account of 


the difficulties which French pacifists faced even before war broke out is given 
in another article which we print this week, by a Glasgow member of the Peace 
Pledge Union who was in contact with the French Movement. 


By IALLAM TENNYSON 


URING the first days of the war I wrote 

{to a great friend of mine in Paris—a 

French boy. At the end of my letter I 
told him I was a pacifist. 


About a month ago, not having heard 
from him. I wrote again, expressing the 
same opinion and adding at the foot of my 
letter the slogan that “No war is ever 
justified.” 


Last week I received a letter from my 
friend. He told me that both my letters 
had been stopped by the postal censor in 
Paris and that he had appeared in court on 
a charge of receiving “subversive litera- 
ture” from abroad. 


“Fighting for Liberty ” 


To make confusion worse confounded, I 
had made a slight mistake in the address of 
the second letter (Hétel royal” instead of 
“Hotel central”), so my friend was also 
accused of having given me a secret address 
to which I could send this ‘“‘ subversive 
literature.” 

It was only after producing endless 
witnesses to testify to his belief in the war 
that the court decided not to put him in 
prison. 

Even now, my friend tells me, he is to 
be under observation for the rest of the 
war and will have to register whenever he 
moves from one place to another. 

I thought it rather ironic that, a few lines 
further on, he should have the face to pro- 
duce the usual cant about “ fighting for the 
most precious thing in the world—liberty.” 


Norwegian Plan 
tor “Peace Tax” 


PROMINENT doctor and Labour Party 

member of Hekkefjord, in Norway, 
has put forward a plan whereby picked men 
would be asked to broadcast a call to every 
Norwegian to volunteer to pay a special 
* peace tax.” 

The maney thus raised would be spent upon 
an institute where experts from Europe and 
America would try to work out solutions for the 
world’s problems of minorities ccloni2s, and so 
on. 

It is hoped to have the plan ready before 
Christmas. Even if it does not result in imme- 
diate peace negotiation (writes a Norwegian 
correspondent to a London reader of Peace 
News) it would be of great importance for a 
whole nation to go in for spending money on 
peace activities. : 

The largest cinema in Hekkefjord was the 
scene of an Armistice Day meeting held by the 
local peace society, at which three speakers en- 
couraged the audience not to Icse heart. 


An Appeal From China 


An appeal for publications, particularly those 
dealing with China, the Sino-Japanese war, Far 
Eastern questions, and so en, has been received 
from the People’s Foreign Relations Association 
of China, YMCA Building, Chungking. China. 

The Association, which aims at promoting 
friendly relations between China and other 
nations. proposes to collect from all sources. 
different kinds of publications which it will 
either use for reference or translate for circula- 
tion among members or publication in Chinese 
papers. 

It should be borne in mind, however, that since 
the appeal was dispatched a censorship has been 
imposed on matter sent to China. 


ANOTHER 
CASUALTY 


[ was, reported last week that the 

Nobel committee of the Norwegian 
Parliament have decided not to award 
the Nobel Peace Prize this year. 


a 


Pacifists Were 
Shot Last 


Ti 

ume 

WHEN in Paris in the summer of 1938. 
I visited the publishing office of 

La Patrie Humaine, the pacifist weekly 

paper, and met Roger Monelin, its 

“ administrateur.” 

He told me some of the difficulties that 
continually hinder the work of pacifists in 
France, and as I listened my admiration 
grew. They were restricted and cramped 
in a thousand ways, so that our own diffi- 
culties here seemed trivial by comparison. 

Financial difficulties, too, were great, and 
often they had hardly enough to live on. 
Yet the circulation of La Patrie Humaine 
was 25,000, and it had been in existence 
for eight years! 

Strong Anti-War Movement 

M. Monelin assured me that most of 
those 25,000 were “ pacifists integraux,” that 
is, full-blooded pacifists. 

The name of the paper is also the name 
of the movement, and it is much more 
violently anti-war than the Peace Pledge 
Union, and is not of the religious type. 

Many well-known authors, poets and 
learned men are identified with the “P.H.,” 
and, as Mr. Middleton Murry has told 
Peace News readers, they are mostly in 
prison now. 

Shot Last Time 

The nature and length of this war will 
determine their ultimate fate, but it is a 
fact that French conscientious objectors 
were shot during the last war. 

Monelin gave me a copy of a book he had 
had written, Les Damnés de la Guerre, 
which was a series of accounts of the shoot- 
ing of soldiers in the last war for alleged 
desertion or treachery. They have been 
rehabilitated since their death by a gener- 
ous government. 

I came away from the “ P.H.” offices full 
of admiration and with a new determina- 
tion to be worthy of such sacrificial 
devotion to the cause as is being shown ty 
our French comrades. 


Henry A. Barter 


Canadian 
Christians 
Oppose War 
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" E find ourselves ...unable to approve 

of this war.... We know that we 
represent a body of conviction character- 
istic of the earliest Christian Church, and 
of many reform movements through the 
centuries, and strongly held by many 
groups in the Churches today.” 

So said the signatories of “A Witness Against 
War,” published in The United Church Observer, 
of Toronto, Canada. 

“We think it ought to be placed on record 
now,” they added, “in view of the further loss 
of spiritual authority probable if the Church 
sanction this present war, that at least some 
representatives of the Christian Churches dis- 
approved and uttered their protest... . 

“We affirm that we are not seeking escape 
from the burden or sacrifice, and we profess 
our readiness to implement our citizen loyalty 
cult, and dangerous as military serivce, provid- 
cult. and danegrous as military service, provid- 


ing it does not contribute directly to the war 


effort.” 


URTHER news of pacifist interpenetra- 
tion in the United States comes with 
the information that the New York quar- 
terly The Phoentx, which has hitherto been 
devoted to the advocacy of a way of living 
based on rejection of the mechanistic 
society of today, has declared its intention 
of “dedicating itself primarily to an un- 
swerving opposition to the War and the 
war-makers.” 

In a letter sent to the American liberal 
and radical periodicals the editor, James 
Peter Cooney, stated: 

“As for myself, I am unequivocally opposed 
to War in all its aspects, but especially to con- 
scription. I shall never concede the assumed 
right of any government to force its citizens to 
partake in War in any way when such action 
conflicts with their moral convictions. And I, 
for one, shall never submit to this, even though 
the only alternatives be imprisonment or death.” 

The European Editor of The Phoenix is 
D. S. Savage, Pettit’s Lane, Dry Drayton, 
Cambs., to whom any inquiries should be 
addressed. 

Associated with The Phoenix is a recently 


! formed pacifist organization called “The 


Non-Conscriptable League,” whose Mani- 
festo and Covenant—which has had a wide 


SANITY FROM 
SCANDINAVIA 


From a Correspondent 


LITTLE common-sense from a eeeeer 
country provides a saiutary antidote | 
to the welter of “War Aims” in which, 
belligerent nations are now wallowing. | 

In the current issue of Aldrig mere Krig | 
Dr. Lilly Heber, of Norway, analyses the 
international situation: 

“The distinction today is rot between the 
Allies and the Axis; both sides are fighting about 
power, even if both embellish their war propa- 
ganda with beautiful words about ‘ peace’ and 
justice. The real line of division now runs be- 
tween those who believe in the violent methods 
of power politics and those who believe in non- 
violent methods of settlement, between those who | 
believe that physical force can secure peace and | 
those thousands and thcusands, spread over the 
whole world, who believe that the time has come 
to substitute moral rearmament for physical re- | 
armament. 

“Day by day the events of the war will show 
with blood and flame where violence leads. . . 
These realities must be brought home to the 
masses. The influence of Scandinavian workers 
for peace can be all-important in deveioping 
that new Weltanschauung which must. under 
present circumstances, go out from the neutral 
lands. 

“The new orientation will not come trom any 
of the belligerent Powers. The new orientation 
will come from those who can keep a clear head 
and who never lose the conviction that peace is 
not won by the sword but only by peaceful 
means.” 


“No Peace While 


Empi Remain,” 
mptres emttin. 
Afri 
* AS long as Britain and France and small 
nations like Belgium, Holland, and 
Portugal reserve the right to rule over 6U0 
million coloured peoples and exploit their 
labour in the interests of plutocracy they 
cannot expect Germany to be satisfied.” 

So says a manifesto issued by various native 
anti-imper:alist organizations in all parts of, 
Africa, which points out that “ when we consider 
the autocratic manner in waich colonies are 
administered by them under so-called demo- 
cratic or totalitarian régimes, it should cause no 
surprise that the colonial peoples have not been 
consulted as to whether they want to fight or 
not” 

The manifesto adds: 

“The issue is more fundamental than 
Hitlerism. It is a question of imperialism. 
Empire and peace are incompatible. 

“And it is precisely for this reason we say 
that if lasting peace is to be achieved in Europe 
and throughout tne world, then capitalist- 
imperialism must give way to a World Socialist 
Federation of Equal Nations and Peoples—re- 
gardless of race, colour, creed” 


“Communists have an advantage over 
other people in that whichever way the 
bear jumps it is okey-doke with them. 
Stalin’s in his Russia; all’s right with the 
world."—The Arbitrator. 


IS NATIONALISM THB CAUSE OF 
————— WAR ? ——————_ 
This is the subject of an article by John Nibb, the 
author of Chriatiunity and InternationaNsm, in 
the current number of 
FAIR HEARING 
the news-letter review of ideas and events. Free 
specimen copy from R. N. Bathgate, Rookscombe, 
near V7ells, Somerset. 


NEWS FROM | 
ABROAD 


circulation in the United States, including 
publicity on nation-wide radio broadcasts 
and a facsimile reproduction in the maga- 
zine Life (America’s Picture Post)—we 
print below: 


“T hereby openly make known to my fellow 
countrymen and to the officials of this Govern- 
ment that I am unequivocally opposed tu War 
in all its aspects, but especially to conscription 
into War-service. And now, at this time of 
furious assault against the integrity of the human 
spirit and in affirmation of the sanctity ot my 
own conscience I solemnly pledge that despite 
all possible future threats of imprisonment, 
persecution, or death, I shall not only defy but 
also resist by every moral means within my 
power any attempt to force me to partake in the 
insane chaos of War’s destruction and murder. 

“Furthermore, I solemnly pledge to defend 
and succour to the very utmost of my resources 
any of my fellow members who are oppressed 
or in need because of their loyalty to this league. 

“And even though this country refrains from 
military action in War and yet legalizes the 
selling of materials to be used for murder and 
destruction by nations at War I solemnly 
pledge to boycott all thé products of firms and 
industries which thus become accomplices of 
War. And if I am employed in any industry 
which in some manner becomes allied with the 
forces of War, I solemnly pledge to immediately 
seek employment elsewhere.’ 


Pacifists Expose 
N.Z. Invasion 


Myth 


O expose the myth of the “Japanese 
menace” to New Zealand. the Peace 
Pledge Union in that dominion has printed 
in leaflet form the interview with George 
Lawn, a well-known economist, which was 
printed in Peace News some time ago. 

In the course of the interview, which 
first appeared in the New Zealand Bulletin, 
Mr. Lawn said that “this idea about the 
Japanese invading New Zealand” was 
“utterly fantastic—the feverish nightmare 
of a fear-ridden military mind.” 

“The trouble is,” he added, “that the 
people who are spreading the rumours are 
either appalingly ignorant or else have an 
ulterior motive in attempting to create a 
‘war-mindedness’ in New Zealand.” 

The New Zealand PPU is taking all oppor- 
tunities of keeping pacifism in the public ey». 
Debates have been held at training colleges and 
universities. Articles are contributed to college 
magazines and the smal! independent press. 

The Wellington group would appreciate Jetters 
of encouragement from English memters. 
Suggestions for widening their campaign would 
be welcomed, and any pacifist visitors would be 
hospitably received. 

The address of the group's secretary is 29 Rata 
Road, Hataitai, Wellington, N.Z. 


Widespread War Fever 


HE reaction to the war of a large section 

of New Zealanders is a combination of 
the hysteria and exhilaration shown by the 
average boy when there is a fire in the next 
street (writes a N.Z. correspondent). 

Nothing appears in New Zealand papers 
about pacifist activity in England. Accord- 
ing to all the dailies here every man, 
woman, and child in Britain is “ marching 
as toe war” in a solid front. 

So far no issue of Peace News printed 
since the war has reached us. 

One member of the New Zealand Peace 
Pledge Union has already been apprehended 
for addressing a street meeting. 


PRINTING end PUBLICITY 


W. J. FOWLER & SON, LTD. 


245-72, CRICKILEWOOD BROADWAY, 
LONDON, N.W.2, 


Telephone t GLAdstons 1234. 


100% Members Peace Pledge Union. 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS in Ease London. 
Claims on your store cupboard for clothes, 
gifts, etc. (old aad new), are very heavy 
indeed. Our needs in peace-time are great. 
In war-time they are even greater. 

We shall be grateful for gifts at once for 
Jumble Sate, December 16th. 

The Highway Clubs, 32! The Highway, 
Shadwell, E.1. : 


ay = L BI E 99 DUSTLESS DUSTERS 
—for Better Dasting 
Absorbs dust, ne shaking required. Washable and 
retaina its properties. Over 5,60@ wnaolicited testi- 
mouials received for ft. Appraved by ‘‘Good House- 
keepiag ’’ and Institute of Hygiene. 
Stocked by Dept. Stores, Chemists, Drapers, Iron- 
mongers, etc. 1/+ each, or poat free from Makera, 
BATLEY & CO., P.N. Dept., Stockport. 


a 


ee 


+ 


J * Fat glee 


> my + 


4 


* PEACE NEWS 


MOVE HEAVEN AND EARTH 
FOR A CONFERENCE NOW! 


HE arguments in favour of 

holding a peace conference 

now are familiar enough. You 
have heard them until you are sick 
of hearing them. 

They are good arguments none 
the less. They are worth con- 
sidering. 

Most forcible of all, if you think of it, is 
the argument that if your government is 
forced to hold a conference now many 
thousands of German people and many 
thousands of English people will be alive 
who otherwise will in a few months’ time 
be dead. You know that: and you know 
also that your aquiescence in the con- 
tinuance of this war will make you, in part, 
responsible for those deaths. 

Are you satisfied that these people who 
are going to die will achieve, by dying, 
something that cannot be achieved if they 


Leo Tolstoy: ‘ 


The Army 
That None 
Would Fight 


THE King of Cockroachland prepared to 
make war. He mustered a great army, 
provided rifles and cannons, marched to the 
frontier and entered Ivan’s kingdom. 

And people came to Ivan and said, “ The 
King of Cockroachland is coming to make 
war on us.” 

“All right.” said Ivan, “ Let him come.” 


* * m 


Having crossed the frontier, the King of 
Cockroachland sent scouts to look for Ivan’s 
army. They looked and looked, but there 
was no army! They waited and waited 
for one to appear somewhere, but there was 
no sign of an army and nobody to fight 
with. 


The King of Cockroachland then sent to| 


seize the villages. The soldiers came to a 
village, and the people, both men and 
women, rushed out in astonishment to stare 
st the soldiers. 

The soldiers began to take their corn and 
cattle ; the people let them have it and did 
not resist. The soldiers went on to another 
village. the same thing happened again. 
The soldiers went on for one day, and for 
two days, and everywhere the same thing 
happened. The people let them have every- 
thing and no-one resisted, but only invited 
the soldiers to live with them. 

“Poor fellows,” said they, “if you have a 
hard life in your own land why don't you 
came and stay with us altogether ?” 

* ™ * 

The soldiers marched and marched: still 
no army, only people living and feeding 
themselves and others, and not resisting 
but inviting the soldiers to stay and live 
with them. 

The soldiers founa it dull work, and they 
came to the King of Cockroachland and 
said, “ We cannot fight here, lead us else- 
where. War is all right, but what is this ? 
It is like cutting pea-soup! We will not 
make war here any more.” 

The King of Cockroachland grew angry 
and ordered his soldiers to over-run the 
whole kingdom, to destroy the villages, to 
burn the grain and the houses, and to 
slaughter the cattle. “And if you do not 
obey my orders,” said he, “I will execute 
you all.” 

* * % 

The soldiers were frightened and began 
to act as the King ordered. They began to 
burn houses and corn, and to kill cattle. 

But the fools still offered no resistance, 
and only wept. The old men wept, and the 
old women wept, and the young people 
wept. “ Why do you harm us?” they said. 
“Why do you waste good things? If you 
need them, why do you not take them for 
yourselves ?” 

At last the soldiers could stand it. no 
longer. They refused to go any further and 
the army disbanded and fled. 


* te * 


(Extract from The Story of Ivan the Fool, 
written by Leo Tolstoy in 1885). 
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remain alive? If you are not satisfied on 
this score must you not examine this 
question of a conference again? 


Last Chance ? 


pN all sections of society, in some very 

surprising quarters too, the feeling is 
growing that a conference after the war 
must not repeat the mistakes of Versailles. 

It is coming to be recognized that a more 
equable treatment of the other peoples of 
Europe by the peoples known as “ Powers” 
has become necessary in the present stage 
of the continent’s economic development. 
Men even speak of colonial countries being 
progressively administered by an_ inter- 
national authority, of a federal government 
of the European States, of the protection of 
minorities. 

Liberal thinking, in spite of the repres- 
sive influences, is increasing just now—as 
if some people were realizing that we have 
one last chance. . 

But will we have a last chance? After 
a long war can we be sure that any con- 
ference will reflect these liberal ideas ? 

Will the economic condition of Europe 
remain the same or will it be altered? 
And if it is altered may the resultant 
political changes not preclude a sane and 
humane settlement, or indeed, any settle- 
ment ? 


Now is the Time 
HE war has started. Who will say how 
it may end? 
After the series of miserable declines 
foreseen in the Fate of Homo Sapiens, 
“Mankind, which began in a cave and 


behind a windbreak, will end in the disease 
soaked ruins of a slum.” 

Perhaps Wells is too pessimistic. And 
perhaps not. 

In any case, at present, as we have seen, 
there is an opinion, and a strongly sup- 
ported opinion in the country that a 
settlement of the problems of war and 
misgovernment must be made around a 
conference table by attacking the economic 
causes of both in a scientific manner. In 
consequence a conference held now might 
have a chance of succeeding. For, after 
all, a long war is not an essential pre- 
liminary to the discussion, by Europeans, 
of Europe’s future. 

It is obvious that the longer the con- 
ference is postponed the more difficulties; 
are going to arise to hinder its work. 

Now is the time. 


Plain Sense 
"THERE is the significance of what are 
called “the successive diplomatic 
defeats” suffered by the German Govern- 
ment since the war started. There is also 
the significance of the similar defeats 
suffered by our own government. 

Neutral countries, so far as they can, 
intend to remain neutral. The late allies 
of the German Government intend to 
remain neutral. So does America. 

A statement by the Communist Inter- 
national goes further in suggesting that 
the war is not the concern of the masses 
of the people anywhere. These countries, 
and this powerful organization, with differ- 
ing motives, are yet agreed in regarding 
World war as no way of solving World 
problems. 

A conference NOW. We must move 
heaven and earth. Everyone of us must 
make the greatest effort of which he is 
capable in order that men and women of 
England, of Germany and of France shall 
live and not die. 

Here is no emotionalism, but plain sense. 

If you support this war, it goeson. With- 
out your support it stops. 

And when the mediator’s services are 
asked for they will be available. That 
fact is not without significance, either. 


N the Prime Minister’s broadcast speech 

an extremely mild and moderate vision 

of a peaceful order in Europe after the 
war is over was characterized as “Utopian” 
and we were advised not t> imagine that 
its achievement would be easy. It isa grim 
commentary on the pretensions of states- 
men that after two Wars “to end war” and 
a League interregnum lasting twenty 
years, a British Prime Minister can only 
envisage ‘a new order” in terms of more 


| 

international trade, third-party judgment 
in the settlement of disputes, non-interven- 
tion in internal politics, and a modicum of 
disarmament, and must needs treat cven 
this as a sort of millennium realizable only 
“over many years” 

These are, of course, admirable end not 
unimportant objectives and there is ground 
for satisfaction in the fact the Govern- 
ment has apparently recognized that a 
merely non-committal position on the 
question of peace aims cannot be sustained. 

But can this programme really be re- 
garded as the sufficient goal of an endea- 
vour which may take half a world through 
the furnace of war? Does it offer enough 
sustenance to the British people who more 
than twenty years ago—in 1919—were 
assured by Lord Curzon in the House of 
Lords that “the world’s great age” had 
already begun anew? Will this prospect 
suffice to encourage the German peop’: to 
overturn Hitler and his régime and to 
brave the uncharted perils for Germany 
which may supervene? Above all cin we 
really persuade ourselves that this agenda 
will put an end to war—or aggression— 
for good and all? 

The Government may be advisedly pessi- 
mistic or may simply be revealing its in- 
herent limitations. Probably both expla- 
nations hold. For can the Prime Minister 
and his approving public really believe 
that the making of this “Utopia” peace 
must necessarily be rendered easier by two 

,Or more years of war? 

The strong probabilities are that every 
month of this war will not merely postpone 
the realization of -Mr. . Chamberlain’s 


Utopia, but will make the application of 
that description to the peace which ensues, 
ess warrantable than ever. Is a “ Europe 
with a new spirit” likely to emerge from 
total war waged until the current structure 
of Germany is destroyed? 


Not a glimmer of doubt on this point was 
allowed to disturb “the strong anJ con- 
fident note” of the Premier’s message, but 
looked at in terms of the modest and ten- 
tative estimates of the possible outcome of 
the struggle, the Government’s assurance 
is not as impressive as it seems. 


The Prime Minister drew a sh-~p dis- 
tinction between the waging of the war 
and the making of the peace. The distinc- 
tion is in fact dangerous and illusory, since 
the paramount task all the time is to win 
the peace. And in that process two factors 
are of prime importance; firstly, the avoid- 
ance of war a Voutrance and secondly, an 
adequate conception of the price of peace 
and world order and a readiness to pay it. 


The willingness of Joseph Chamberlain’s 
son to recognize the manifest benefits of 
a free and full interchange of goods and 
services certainly registers an advance, but 
after the experience of two wars on the 


December 8, 1939 


“ST, JOAN” 
WILL SPEAK 


Dame Sybil Thorndike 


WOMEN SAY: 
“STOP the WAR!” 


at Central Hall, Westminster, on 


Saturday, December 16 (2.30 p.m.} 


SPEAKERS INCLUDE: 
Dame Sybil Thorndike ; Vera Brittain; 
Ruth Fry; Mary Gamble; Mrs. Innes; 
The Mother of a Conscientious Objector. 


ADMISSION FREE. 


Some reserved seats at 6d. from Women's 
Peace Campaign, 6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.1 


PREMIER’S AIMS ARE NOT ENOUGH 


great scale in one generation, can we be-= 
lieve that the war of 1965 will be averted 
by a tepid Hberalism of the vintage of 1912? 

The history of the last thirty years has 
abundantly confirmed that the ending of 
war involves radical changes—both eco- 
nomic and political in the governance of 
States and in relations between them— 
with the drastic curtailment cf unrestri-ted 
sovereignty as the indispensable bz-sis— 
and nothing less than this, imaginatively, 
conceived and relentlessly pursued, will 
free the world from recuirent ard seem- 
ingly inevitable war. 

Some inkling of tnis may have begun to 
penetrate into high places: but reading the 
Chamberlain speech adds to my conviction 
that the most pressing necessity in the 
cause of peace is ta strengthen the body of 
opinion in this country which accepts the 
need for a radical solution and the price it 
entails and above all to find ways and 
means of giving that opinion effective ex- 
pression in the places where policy is 
shaped and decisions are made. 


Gerald Bailey 


One Hundred and Thirty Pages of Dynamite. 


WHO ARE THE WARMONGERS ? 


HOW DID WAR COME ? 


The full documented history of Twenty 
Years’ Preparation for War, now ready. 


THE TRUTH ABOUT 


THIS 


WAR! 


Devastating quotations from Churchill, Chamberlain, and every other War 
*Jeader.” A book you must have. 


Published by the British Peoples’ Party and obtainable for 2s. 6d. post free, from 
Katherine Gray, 13, John Street, London, W.C.1. Six copies for 12s. 6d. 
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Political Objector’s Claim at 


Appeals 


Tribunal 


LONDON SITTINGS BEGIN 


HE Appellate Tribunal for Conscientious Objectors, set up to 
hear appeals against decisions of the local tribunals, began its 
work at 1 Abbey Gardens, Great College Street, Westminster, 


on Wednesday. The tribunal 


sat again yesterday. It is not 


possible to include a report on its work in this issue, but this will 


be published next week. 


It was expected that the case of George Plume, a “political” objector, 
would be heard on Wednesday, and if the decision is received in time it will be 


published in our Stop Press this week. 
for this class of objector. 


This is looked upon as a “ test case” 


Meanwhile the local tribunals continue their work, and further reports 
from our observers appear below. In another column we give a summary of 
the decisions of these tribunals up to November 16. Where later decisions have 


been received in some cases these also 
(In these classified results A stands for 
tional exemption, C for registration for 


appear below. 
unconditional exemption, B for condi- 
non-combatant duties, and D for un- 


qualified registration for military service.) 


Purpose of Appeals Tribunal 


The chairman of the Appellate Tribunal 
is the Rt. Hon. H. A. L. Fisher. The mem- 
bers are Sir Leonard Costello and Sir 
Arthur Pugh. 


If the Appellate Tribunal, after consider- 
ing the ground on which an application is 
based, is satisfied that the conscientious 
objection has been established, it must 
make an order that the applicant shall 
either be registered, with or without condi- 
tions, in the Register of Conscientious 
Objectors, or registered in the Military Ser- 
vice Register for non-combatant duties 
only. If it is not so satisfied, it must direct 
that the applicant’s name shall be removed 
from the Register of Conscientious Objec- 
tors. 

The decision of the Appellate Tribunal is 
final. 


Cumberland and Westmorland 
DECISIONS, NOVEMBER 23-25. 


Alm on 4 Cc ve ree © | 
Bow as «62 D .. . S 
Total .. ae 37 


(In addition, one case was heard in camera; 
of the five “D” decisions, two were cases for 
the Hardship Committee). 


"THIS tribunal sat in Carlisle. Judge 

Peel, the chairman. endeavoured to be 
scrupulously fair and was largely respon- 
sible for the very good ton2 which marked 
the proceedings. 


A very clear distinction was always made be- 
tween combatant and non-combaiant duties, the 
objection to the former always being disposed of 
before passing on to the latter. The chairman 
made it quite clear that the tribunal was not 
eoncerned with politics, but only with matters 
of conscience. which could only be discussed on 
moral and spiritual grounds. 


When the applicant desired exemption from 
combatant service only the decision was 
generally made without retirement, but the 
tribunal retired in almost every instance when 
full exemption was claimed—sometimes for a 
lengthy period. The procecdings were never 


hurried. 
Midland 
DECISIONS, NOVEMBER 27 & 28. . 
Ay Come oS 
1 eT .. 48 D.. on 9 
Tolal .. - Pe 76 


(In addition, three cases were adjourned). 


A BOUT half of the 38 cass dealt with 

on the first day were men who had 
first signed on the Military Register las* 
May and had transferred themselves to 
the Register of Conscientious Objectors 
since the war began. 


Several of these men seemed to have signed 
the Military Register through not having been 
sufficiently convinced at the time to make a 
stand, though they were moving towards the COs 
position. The outbreak of war had led to a rapid 
development of conviction—probably real con- 
viction and not fear of the risks of war service. 


All these cases were patiently considered, and 
of six transferred to the Military Register with- 
out condition, one was advised to go to the 
Hardship Committee. 


' Of the four men unconditionally exempted on 
the first day. two had first signed the Military 
Register and their occupation (farming) was 
.the factor deciding their exemption. A _ third. 
who had done the same, was unconditionally 
exempted when it was learnt that he had left 
munition work before the outbreak of war and 
had since been unemployed. 


One man stated that he was willing to take 
work “vital to the nation in time of peace as 
well as in time of war.” When given exemption 
conditional upon finding suitable work within a 
reasonable time he asked, “ What is a reasonable 
time?” nes | 

“Use your conscience,” the judge replied. 


South Wales 


DECISIONS, NOVEMBER 20-24. 


Aw ois ve 39 Ca eae 
on «. 28 DD .. oy eS 
Total .. BD on 57 


(In addition, 2 cases were adjourned. In a 
further 8 cases it was announced that the 
decisions would be posted to applicants; one of 
these is understood to have been given uncondi- 
tional exemption). 


"THESE sessions of the South Wales 
tribunal were held at Swansea. 

The chairman of the tribunal seems to think 
that unconditional exemption was made 
available only for what our observer terms 
“very religious objectors.” The chairman Lim- 
self said so on November 22. 

Yet on November 20, the tribunal had granted 
a non-religious objector, unconditional exemp- 
tion. 

It may be mentioned that this tribunal has 
become really “‘ PPU-conscious.” 
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Tribunal Decisions : 
An Analysis 


AUSCCREDGeC BEEP, 
Cosneetecusesees 


273 Written Answers HOUSE OF COMMONS Written Answers 274 
Analysts of Decisions of Local Tribunals for Registration of Conscientious Objectors up to 
16th November, 1939 
Number . 
Number ~-* registered as Number Number 
registered as conscientious registered for removed from 
Tribunal. conscientious {objectors oncon-| non-combatant | the conscientious | Total. 
objectors dition that they} duties in the objectors 
unconditionally. } undertake civil | Armed Forces. register. 
work or training. 
Per Per Per 
cent, cent, 
London 4. * see 23 249 39 229 36 
South Eastern... 17 65 54 28 24 
East Anglian a. 23 316 28 1a 7 
Midlands ... a - 8 142 74 12 7 
South Western ... 120 143 48 24 8 
‘North Eastern... 12 63 35 67 37 
Worth Western ... 25 46 42 13 12 
Northumberland 8 44 st 18 21 
, and Durham. 4 
North Wales ~ .., 6 
South Wales eee! 24 
S.E. Scotland... _ 


3S.W. Scotland... 30 
NN. Scotland ase _ 
N.E. Scotland ... 3 


Cambridge 
‘THE secretaries of the Cambridge Advis- 
* ory Committee and of the Cambridge 
Fellowship of Reconciliation write : 

“For the help and encouragement of all who 
are to come before the Cambridge tribunal may 
we say that in our opinion the members of the 
tribunal have always been very sympathetic 
with the working-class objector. 

“On many occasions they have helped the 
objector to make his points clear and have never 
shown any class distinction or tavoured the 
undergraduates.” 

(Last week our observer commented that this 
tribunal had a class prejudice.) : 


North-Western 
DECISIONS, NOV. 28—DEC. 1 
Av, 8 Co aera 
B.. .. B Deer iz 
Total 46 


(In addition, 6 cases were adjourned and one 
was withdrawn.) 


—from Hansard. 


London 
DECISIONS, NOV. 27-DEC. 1 
Ie te. Te Cy eae 25 
Bw. &. 36 D .. os 1 
Total 82 
South-Eastern 
DECISIONS, NOV, 27-DEC 1 
Ame or 1 Cy .. Se 18 
B. ..w.me22 D 2h prosuké 
Total 70 


(In addition, two cases were adjourned.) 


Newcastle 
DECISIONS, NOY. 30 
Ae. wes C ieee 
By ar 8 Dezee “gba 


Total 21 
(In addition, two cases were withdrawn.) 


FROM THE 
EDITOR'S 


NoTEBOOK | A Contributor Broadcasts 


| JN my comment, a fortnight ago, upon the 


procedure through which the 1916 crop 
of conscientious objectors passed, “a 
slight error has crept in,” as JAMES 


HENDERSON, of York, kindly puts it. 

I suggested that some 150 young men had 
disobeyed the last tribunal's findings, had 
been arrested and court-martialled, and 

| were in prison within three months. The 
mistake was in regard to the final tribunal. 

My correspondent, who is in a position to 
know, since he was an “absolutist” 
prisoner from May, 1916, to April, 1919, 
writes: 

* We had the local tribunal, tne county appeal 
tribunal, and the central tribunal. The central 
tribunal, however, did not commence to functicn 
until after large numbers of us were in gaol. 
Train loads of COs were taken from the prisons 
in August and Sentember, 1916, to London— 
having been in custody (military and civil) since 
Avril and May—lodged in Wormwood Scrubbs 
overnight. and arraigned before three or four 
elderly gentlemen who formed the Central 
Appeal Tribunal. 

“Many old-timers will remember this experi- 
ence, for we appeared before our judges as 
prisoners in the iron-railed dock guarded by 
warders. If we did not feel like criminals it 
was not the fault of the stage managers. 

“In some cases the central tribunat reversed 
wdecisions, adjudging men not genuine to whom 
the previous courts had offered non-combatant 
duties. But we didn’t trouble greatly. ‘ Appear- 
ances’ had followed each other so quickly—local 
and county tribunals, magistrates, courts-martial 
—that we took the dignified *central’ in our 
stride.” 

This last reassuring remark comes appro- 
priately with the beginning of the hearings 
of the Appellate Tribunal this week. In- 
deed, any reading of the experiences of 
their predecessors should convince the COs 
of today that, however unfaiz tribunals may 
still be, at.any rate they have nothing lke 
the cause for fear that the “old-timers ’ 
had. 

By the way, another slight error (one 
that crept out, rather than in!) in con- 
nexion with conscription was our omission 
of the word, “London” from the title of a 
pamphlet which those COs who want to 
“prepare for the worst” will find invalu- 
able. 

I refer to The London Tribunal Questions 
the CO, published jointly by the London 
Friends’ Local Conscription Committee and 
Fellowship of Reconciliation at 1d.. and ob- 
fainable from Dick Sheppard House, .6 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


AVING no time to listen-in much, I am 

one of those who do not consult radio 
programmes, but switch on — and 
generally off again!—at odd moments. 
Imagine my surprise when, on Friday even- 
ing, I came upon the middle of a talk by 
one whose voice I knew as that of a promi- 
nent member of the National Council of 
the Peace Pledge Union and a contr. >utor 
to Peace News! 


As a matter of fact, the number of promi- 
nent pacifists who have broadcast during 

eace time is not inconsiderable. But with 
a silent march for peace being banned in 
London as a political demonstration that is 
against the public interest in war time one 
hardly expects pacifists to be given the 
freedom of the ether to talk to untold 
millions on “Europe in Travail.” 


Yet that is the tithe under which Jon 
Mrppteton Murry was broadcasting the 
first of six talks on Fridays from 8 to 8.15 
p.m. If I had been deceived by the voice, 
there could have been no mistaking the 
speaker's identity when I recalled the three 
excellent articles which had appeared in 
The Times Literary Supplement some 
weeks ago and which expressed much the 
same thoughts. 


That introductory talk dealt with the 
question, “Is there a European civiliza- 
tion?” Tonight’s talk is entitled “The Drive 
to Totalitarianism.” when Mr. Murry 
will suggest three deep causes of that new 
cult. Next week's will deal with “The 
Meaning of Modern Unemployment.” 


I hope, however, that pacifists will not be 
content to sit at hgme and listen to these 
very stimulating talks by themselves. For 
by means of “ listening groups” we can get 
at the unconverted in a way that is a change 
from straight-forward propaganda methods 
and is particularly suited to places where 
those methods are least successful. 


The Central Committee for Group 
Listening is actually anxious to encourage 
people to listen to Mipp_teTtoN Murry in 
groups, so that discussions can follow. If 
you don't know how to start a group, write 
to the committee at once at Broadcasting 
House, Langham Place, London, W.1, and 
ask them for full particulars. 


Appeals Tribunal No Ordeal 


RY means of a carbon copy of a letter sent 
to the Hindustan Times, of New Delhi. 

on November 22, news has just reached this 

office of the death of GEorcE H. Jones. 

Known to many in England who are in- 
terested in communities, and particularly 
to those members of the Peace Pledge 
Union who attended the Swanwick camp 
of 1937, GEorcE Jones had been working in 
India for about two years. In a very real 
sense he identified himself with some of the 
poorest of the Indians, and it is really no 
exaggeration to say that he gave his life 
for them. 

I remember some of the letters he sent 
me. They were long accounts of his ex- 
periences, and were simply full of the 
appalling conditions in which the Indians 
live. He was extraordinarily sensitive te 
their sufferings. 

The letter I have before me says: 


“ About ten years ago, he felt the urge to give 
up any idea of a lucrative career. for which he 
was eminently fitted, and give all his time and 
talent to the uplifting of the lives of the un- 
happy, physically and mentally handicapped and 
depressed people of the world. 

“This first led him to offer himself as a 
‘brother’ at a farm training colony in England 
for boys who were either orphans or physically 
or mentally subnormal. He was a true adherent 
to the principles of non-violence, and found he 
was able to get the best out of his ‘squad’ of 
boys by firstly acquiring complete control over 
himself and secondly by his utter devotion to 
his work. The boys loved him, yet some of them 
were known as dangerous. 

“A short time after he started this work, a 
friend of his, just then returned from India, met 
LALLABHAI (to call him by his Indian name). . . 
Still working at this colony, but with India often 
in his thoughts, he was ready to take the first 
way that opened to go to India. It was two 
years ago that he eventually found himself in 
the land of his dreams. 

“Since then he has given himself utterly— 
body, mind and soul—to constructive work for 
the improvement of conditions for India's people. 
School and village visiting, playing games with 
the boys, septic tank building, teaching school- 
boys and villagers the art of gardening, and en- 
couraging the eating of health-giying foods and 
fruits, were some of his major activities. » 

“He died on November 1, after an illness of 
nine days. In spite of a good constitution, the 
fever which caused his death was able to take 
him only because he continued giving his 
strength to those around.” 

One of GEorGE JONES's last wishes was that a 
PPU “Stop the War” leaflet, which arrived by 
airmail from England during his illness, should - 
have publicity in the press. 

H.S.M. 


Oxford Address 
On Pacifism 


In Schools 


N Wednesday of last week Mr. G. C. Fewcett, 

a House-master at a Public School, gave an 

address to the Oxford University Pacifist Asso- 
ciation on “Pacifism and Education.” 

He told how pacifism in schools is tabooed. 
The Headmaster warns the pacifist Assistant 
Master not to talk pacifism to the boys, lest he 
should infect them. He is discouraged from par- 
taking in the pacifist activities of the town, lest 
the school should get a bad name or the parents 
object. 

Mr. Fawcett strongly deprecated this “ Box- 
office” attitude. He believed the pacifist master 
had a right to talk about pacifism to the boys, as 
the worst that could happen would be that they 
would be compelled to think for themselves! 

He ended by giving examples which he knew of 
pacifist masters being persecuted by the Head- 
master or the Governors, sometimes to the point 
of resignation. 


Advisory Bureaux 


Following are further changes to the lists of 
advisory bureaux already nublished in Peace 
News, and any similar changes should be sent to 
the National Advisory Bureau, at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.r. 


Alterations 
BROMLEY. J. Hall, 73a High Street, Bromley, 
Kent. 
COLEFORD. E. W. Morgan, 16 Boxbush Road, 
Coleford, Glos. 
PRESTON. Miss Maymon, 
Ashton, Preston. 
WOLVERTON, Frank Gabelli, 5 Oxford Street. 
Wolverton. Bucks. 


Additions 
ECCLES. Warren D. Lewis, 
Crescent, Eccles, Lanes 
HERTFORD. Alwyn Richards, 73 Queen's Road. 
Hertford. 
KETTERING. Rev. W. H. Cauldwell, The 
Manse. i eanys or Road, _ Kettering. 


John Barelay says 


17 Cannon Hill, 


14. Belgrave 


PEACE NEWS 


Decemde: 3, 1939 


How P.PLU. Groups Are Working 


PEAKING at a crowded meeting organized by 
the Northwood and Pinner Pacifist Groups, 
Stuart Morris said that the Government could 
not deceive themselves into believing that the 
nation supported this war. Membership of the 
PPU increased daily, and letters and telegrams 
were arriving by the thousand at 10 Downing 
Street and at the House of Commons, urging that 
the Government should state its peace terms. 
The support which the leaders of the Church 
were giving to the war was a gross betrayal of 
Christianity. 

Sybil Morrison declared that we had known for 
many years that those who died in the “ War to 
end war” died in vain. Appealing particularly 
to the women in the audience, she said that men 
had muddled their way into this war, which 
neither side wanted, and it was up to the women 
to remember that without their help the war 
could not go on. 


Ilford’s New Headquarters 
WING to the increase in membership the 
Ilford group has had to find larger head- 
quarters and these are now at 53 Mansfield 
Road, Ilford (off York Road). 

Group meetings are held every Tuesday at 
7.30 p.m. and Devotional meetings on Sundays 
at 8.30 a.m. Peace News selling at Ilford Station 
is undertaken on Saturdays. 


First Bishop’s Stortford Meeting 
EMBERS and friends in the Bishop's Stort- 
ford area should note that the first group 
meeting will be held today (Friday), at 8 p.m. 
in the Forresters’ Hall, Cnurch Street, Bishop's 
Stortford. 


Ravensworth’s First Meeting 
HE first meeting of the Ravensworth (Tyne) 
group was held on November 19 when a 
group leader was appointed (Raymond O. Wylde) 
as well as a secretary (Alan Cameron) and 

treasurer (J. W. Alexander). 

Further meetings will be held weekly on 
Thursdays at 7.30 p.m. at 32 Elmwood Gardens, 

Ravensworth—the group leader’s address. 


Neweastle Discusses Policy 

Fi (ibe Newcastle-upon-Tyne and District Branch 

met recently to discuss its present activities 
and future policy. The conference was pre- 
sided over by Dr. Arthur Raistrick and reports 
were given by Thomas Large, representative of 
the region on the Naticnal Council, and Denis 
Hayes, who reported on the work of the Northern 
Pacifist Advisory Bureaux. 


ooH HGR ECEDEDNE gS 


HE silent march of women through 
London has been banned by the Com- 
missioner of the Metropolitan Police under 
an Order dated November 28, 1939, and 
signed by Sir John Anderson. 


By suppressing this non-political and 
spontaneous expression of deep-seated 
opinion amongst women, Sir John Andor- 
son has given an impetus to the Women's 
Peace Campaign that it would otherwise 
have lacked. History shows that by such 
methods of opposition you merely cause a 
natural resentment to flare up in other 
places and women will answer this ban 
by making | the Central Hall, Westminster, 
a “mecca” towards which will move au 
who can possibly reach i. by 2.30 p.m. on 
the 16th. 


Bristol, Liverpool, and Glasgow will 
organize their separate marches and I hope 
that every town and village in the country 
will re-echo the demand now becomiag 
general: “ Women must end war!” 

* ~ * 


To the deputation which visited. him on 
Monday, Sir Philip Game said that he too 
believed that war was futile. But what is 
not allowed apparently is that this nation- 
wide belief should be expressed in che 
form of a silent march. A conscience is 
all very well if it is kept quiet, but when 
it becomes troubled and seeks fellowsnip 
with others it must be got under control. 
To which the answer is “in the name cf 
all that is human, we are not the slaves of 
any authority but our own consciences 
and where they lead we must follow.” 


Let the Central Hall meeting be but tae 
beginning of a great re-awakening of 
women everywhere. Remember that in 
the past they worked for their emancipa- 
tion and succeeded and now some of ts 
who are men are looking to them to give 
us their help in emancipating men and 
women from the yoke o* war. 


Work for Christmas 


The spirit of good will is not dead but 
the spirit of hate is being fostered by tne 
machines of propaganda that pour out their 
daily stream of abuse and lies about the 
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IN PERIL” 


enemy ‘by calling Germans “Nazis” and 
the Russians “Reds” and ourselves and 
the Allies “God’s Children!” Authority 
seeks to silence the voice of the pacifist 
and those who refuse to believe what they 
are told. 

This Christmas the factories will ke 
turning out shells and guns and bombing 
aeroplanes in ever-increasing numbers, 
working day and night attempting to over- 
come the fear that lies in the heart of the 
nation by creating a greater fear in others. 
As groups of the Peace Pledge Union we 
must reply by working day and night, 
telling men and women to turn a deaf ear 
to the “ hate machine” and calling on them 
to refuse to support war-mongers and ask- 
ing them to join us in our attempt to te- 
establish sanity and good will betwzen 
nations. 

* = * 

Many who at other times are working 
will be having a holiday over Christmas. 
We look to them to do all in their power 
to foster this spirit of good will and to 
denounce with complete fearlessness “ The 
Gospel According to Force.” We do ast 
believe that by hating Germans or de- 
nouncing Russians we shall gain anything. 


The Press is quite unable to reflect the 
real spirit of Christmas but we can tc 
come our owr. publicity agents. 
methods of posters and broad-sheets, books 
and pamphlets and leaflets, open-air meet- 
ings and indoor meetings, talks in trains 
and ’buses and the street we can cover the 
ground and become an antidote to the 
poison of propaganda now spread over our 
minds. 


In addition to this, write to ministers of 
all denominations, calling on them {to 
preach the spirit of love as followers ci 
Christ : send telegrams to Mr. Chamberlain 
calling on him to back up the lead given 
by the neutral powers and to call an 
armistice : petition your local Members «ft 
Parliament incessantly, and, in a word, be- 
come an active member of the PPU and 
therefore a good citizen. 

= * * 


One last word; discontinue buying papers 
which poison your mind and in their place 
by news of peace and support your own 
Press and get others to do the same. If 
we will all work together without rest, the 
future is safe for our children. Unless we 
do, the future will be black for many years 
to come and the blame will be with us. 


By the: 


for Peace 


A social and dance in aid of the tocal Advisory 
Bureau on the same evening was well supported. 


Crawley Debate 

BOUT seventy people attended a debate in 
Crawley between the PPU and the Pearl 
Assurance debaters. The following motion was 

passed bv 40 votes to eight: 
* That the interests of humanity would be best 
served by the immediate cessation of the war.” 
The Crawley group has increased its member- 
ship, and interest has been greater since the start 

of the war. 


Peckham A.G.M. 
HE annual meeting of the Peckham group was 
held on Wednesday of last week at the 
Peckham Dick Sheppard Centre when 40 mem- 
bers attended. Doris Cooper, Sidney Day and 
tanley Salt were re-elected as secretary, chair- 
man and treasurer respectively. 

L. A. Hislam put forward a resolution setting 
out the immediate policy of the group, but it was 

defeated after a casting vote by the chairman. 


New Dulwich Centre 
N view of the success of the Peckham Dick 
Sheppard Centre, which has been operating 
for six months, a similar venture has been 
started in Dulwich. The inaugural meeting was 
held last week at 41 Friern Road, London, S.E.22. 
Three young men, all PPU members, are 
living at this address on communal lines, sharing 
their resources and the work involved in the 
running of the house. 


Enfield to Assist C.0.s 
EMBERS of the Enfield group have decided 
to write to CO members who are to 
register tomorrow (Saturday). Advice will be 
given by their Advisory Bureau for COs. A 
Mock Tribunal is also under organization, 


New KingsSwood Secretary 
HE secretaryship of the Kingswood (Bristol) 
group, having become vacant by the 
resignation of Philip Britts, has now keen taken 
over by L George Parry-Turner, 3 Telford Walk, 
St. George, Bristol, 5, 


Principles Discussed at Newcastle 
T a meeting attended by eighty mombers of 
the Newcastle-on-Tyne branch a fortnight 
ago the basic principles of the PPU were dis- 
cussed. 

A resolution condemning Philip Mumford’s 
article in Peace News of November 17 “as being 
liable to produce harmful effect’ was discussed 
and passed by 29 votes to 25. 

It was decided to hold a dcbate on “the 
meaning of the Peace Pledge.” 


Eastleigh’s Annual Meeting 
T the annual general meeting of the East- 
leigh group it was decided that to secure 
100 percent peace activity individual members 
should specialize in one branch of the work 
where possible. 

Accordingly individuals have been made 
responsible for reporting meetings and sending 
contributions to the press, dealing with litera- 
ture, selling Peace News, collecting subscrip- 
tions, corresponding with and assisting Peace 
News, and filing all material collected, as well 
as the more usual jobs of secretary, treasurer 
and chairman. 

The future programme includes a house to 
hous2 canvass, weekly open-air meetings on 
Saturday afternoons, and a thorough distribu- 
tion to each house in the district of a leaflet 
specially produced by the literature committee 
for the purpose of putting the pacifist case 
before the town. 

In order to help their publicity the group needs 
a duplicator. Anyone able to hein in this 
direction should get into touch with William 
Harris, 4 St. John's Road. Eastleigh. 


Westhoughton Weekend School 
WEEKEND school on “ The Causes of War” 
was organized a fortnignt ago by the West- 
houghton group. Three views on the causes of 
war were heard. Councillor A. Gaskell dealt 
with the economic factors behind war situations; 
Albert Smith developed the thesis that power, 
rather than economics, was the cause of war; 
and Edgar Upperton urged that the neglect of 
spiritual vatues led mankind into processes of 
which war was the outcome. 


West Sussex Region 
HE first mecting of the West Sussex Region 
was held at Bognor tast Sunday. Groups 
represented were: Bognor, Chichester, Lancing 
and Shoreham, Littlehampton and Worthing. 
Mrs, Roberts was elected as chairman, J. Lr 
Jefirey as secretary, N. E. Passant as treasurer, 
C. G. Jooner as minutes secretary and Peace 
News correspondent, and Miss Hallack as 
literature secretary. It is hoped that C. W. Hope 
Gill will be able to act as organizer for the time 
being, 
The new secretary's address is 30 Orchard 
Avenue, Chichester. 


Activity in Alton 
LTON is one of the groups in the Sauth 
which has benefited in membership as a 
result of the war. Mectings are now attended 
by pacifists from two settlements in the vicinity 
set up for those who lost their livelihood in 
September. 

Meetings are held weekly and are divided into 
business, study, 2nd talks. Loca) ministers are 
giving addresses in a series on “Church and 
War.” 

Good Swansea Meeting 
HE Swansea group has just held what was 
perhaps its most successful public meeting 
yet. The speaker was the Rev. Ingli James, and 
there was an audience of about 300. The Rev. 
Basil Viney was in the chair. 

A member of this group has received a white 
feather, sent anonymously through the post, sub- 
sequent to his having obtained unconditional 
exemption at South Wales tribunal. The group 
has decided that if other members receive similar 
gifts it will start to fill a pillowcase with them 
for some needy person! 
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HE Chislehurst and Sidcup group entertained 
the Rev. C. Leslie Brewer last week. Mr. 
Brewer gave an address on the “Spirit of 
Pacifism.” 
It was decided to hoid a Mock Tribunal in the 
Stanhope Hall, Stanhope Road, Sidcup, at 3 pm. 
on Saturday, December 16. 


Oldham Loses Two Members 
PPRECIATION of the work of two members 
who have left the town was exor‘ssec at 4 

meeting of the Oldham branch receatly 

The chairman (Harry Champkin) told the 
meeting that Joseph Holroyd, Oldham’s propa- 
ganda secretary, had gone to Alton, Hampshire, 
and Neil Tomkinson, a member of the cor mittee. 
to the Aldelphi Centre at Langhim, near 
Colchester. 

Tribute was paid to the enthusiasm of these 
two members in Peace News selling and otter 
activities. They played an important part in 
the establishment of Oldham’s Dick Sheppard 
Centre. It was decided to send to them a letter 
of good wishes from the meeting. 

Recent decisions of the Oldham group were to 
become affiliated to the National Council for 
Civil Liberties, and to take The Adelphi at the 
Centre. 


Manchester Teachers’ Meeting 
HE Manchester and District Teachers’ Group 
was addressed recently by G. R. Swaine, 
headmaster of Kingsmoor School, Glossop, who 
spoke on “ Peace Through the Schools.” 

Mr. Swaine urged teachers to use the present 
war situation as an opportunity for preparing 
themselves for the work ahead when the war 
drums cease to beat. 


Hayes Secretaryship 
HE Hayes (Kent) group is now under the 
secretaryship of Mrs. Kathleen Clayton, 37 
Crest Road, Hayes, Bromley, Kent. 

Group meetings are held weekly on Wednes- 
day evenings at 8 p.m. at “* Dalegarth,” 11 Stan- 
hope Avenue, Hayes. The group is proposing to 
run an Advisory Bureau for COs. 


East Ham Activities 
PEACE Book Club with over sixty members 
has been started by the East Ham group, 
and it is hoped to open a Peace Library in the 
near tuture. 

For the winter months the group has in view 
play-readings and peace olays as a means of 
interesting the members and others in peace 
work. 

On the outbreak of hostilities it was decided 
to participate in a scheme for the alleviation of 
distress, which might follow an air attack on 
East Ham. As the Central Hall, where the 
group mects, is one of the emergency relief 
centres for the borough. the members have taken 
over the responsibility of running the centre and 
supplying the volunteers for this work. 

Interested readers in East Ham can obtain 
further particulars of any of the above activities 
from the Group Leader, John Simmonds, 26 
Frinton’ Road, East Ham, E.6. 

A Scottish News Bulletin 
te first issue of The Scottish Pacifist has 
just been published by the Scottish Council 
of the Peace Pledge Union, 534 Sauchiehall 
Street, Glasgow, C.2. 

A fine duplicatea oulletin of twelve pages, the 
first number contains, among other things, 
articles by five authors, some points for COs 
about Conscription, and details adcut the present 
efficials of the Scottish area 

Selling in East Barnet 
AVING no outstandingly busy thoroughfare 
for a centre, the East Barnet group has 
decided to experiment with door-to-door selling 
of Peace News. 

Two members tried this out and disnoscd of i2 
copies in 13 hours. It has been decided to ex- 
tend this and to draw up a plan to gradually 
cover the district. 


APPEALS FOR AID 


We recently published a request from 
Mrs. W. Laurie, Secretary of the Bourne- 
mouth and New Forest Region of the PPU, 
that all appeals for aid of any kind should 
be referred to local group secretaries. This 
was the result of a case in which a man 
posed as the former secretary of another 
region. 

Referring to the letter which we pub- 
lished a fortnight ago from David A. Peat, 
urging that the man should be trusted and 
given time to make restitution, Mrs. Laurie 
now writes to say that the Bournemouth 
members had offered to help the man to 
find work if he wished for such help, ¢3 he 
had previously stated when soliciting their 
aid. 

As he then confessed that this was not 
his wish, they felt they could do h'm no 
greater kindness than to let him go in 
freedom. He was not asked to reimburse 
them for food, clothing, or even money 
lent to him on previous visits, although he 
had promised to do this at an early date. 

He left the pacifists knowing that he 
could obtain honest help from them if he 
wished to do so. They felt they could not 
impose themselves on him further. 


“Pen Group ” Proposed 


To the Editor of “ Peace News” 


I am anxious to form a PPU Fen Group. There 
must be many members who for various reascns 
are unable to attend meetings and yet are 
anxious to keep in touch with other members. 
Will any one interested please write to me and 
I will try and put them in touch with a pen 
friend. 

I should also like to hear-from any refugees 
who might be interested. I should be grateful 
if a 1}d. stamp is enclosed in the first letter. 

(Miss) M. COLLEY. 

229 Portman Buildings, 

London Grove, Marylebone, N.W.1. 
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December 8, 1579 


Facts for 
Politicians 


Chamberlain's broadcast 
4 and Mr. Morrison's speech were a 
slight improvement on Mr. Churchill’s 
tirade the previous week, it is obvious the 
Cabinet is still on its war path and the 
sooner it can face the facts the better. 

1. That the aggression they are so adamant 
about crushing is the natural outcome cf the 
erushing process meted out to Germany by the 
Great Powers after and since the last war, which 
has proved such a miserable failure. 

2. That this continual abuse of the German 
Government and its leader is the most apalling 
display of tactlessness which can only add fuel 
to the flames, and is the last way to lay the 
foundaticns of a negotiated ana lasting pezce, 
which the whole world so desperately needs. 


BEATRICE PELLY. 


"THOUGH Mr. 


** Noble Imperialism ” 


It is in countries like my own that the 
harm done is greatest when peopl¢ write of 
the possibility of a “ noble imperialism,” as 
one of your correspondents has done. 

We here in Ireland have seen our 
country partitioned by imperialism, econo- 
mically ruined by imperialism, its popula- 
tion halved since 1847 by imperialism. 

Now the British Empire has drawn six 
counties of Ireland into war, and the report 
is widespread over here that a “request” 
has been made by the British Government 
to the Irish Government for the return of 
the Cobh and Swilly naval bases surren- 
dered under the Anglo-Irish agreement last 
year, by January 1, 1940. If this report is 
true it means not only the end of our 
neutrality, but the re-opening of the Anglo- 
Irish quarrel in its acutest form. 

In such circumstances, when we see 
English people writing about “noble 
imperialism,” we immediately think this is 
an unconscious and self-deceiving piece of 
propaganda on the part of the person in 
question, in defence of the most tyrannical 
imperialism in history. 

We cannot accept the allegation that the 
Indians are incapable of governing them- 
selves because of communa} differences, 
because we have experienced the deliberate 
fostering of sectarian strife in Ireland for 
the benefit of vested interests, which then 


turned round and told us we were incapable! Box Number 6d. extra 


of governing ourselves. 

Nor can we accept such statements as 
that British imperialism did not interfere 
with socialism in New Zealand. - We 
remember the well-organized campaign 
against the New Zealand Government in 
the financial press of the City a few months 
ago, and we are acutely aware that we our- 


selves are forbidden by the Bank 


England in its capacity of financial pro- 
tector of small nations to purchase anything 
outside the “sterling block.” 
J. E. DE COURCY IRELAND. 
Muff, Co. Denegal, Ireland. 


[Other correspondents have also pointed out 
the interference with the New Zealand Govern- 
ment here referred to.—Ep J 


With regard to our unfree empire, our poticy 
is governed by three considerations: — 

1. Providing careers for the 
governing class. 

2. Providing wealth for our capitalists. 

3. Can the country concerned be colonized? 

The first tends towards fairly good, but ex- 
pensive, administration: The second towards ex- 
ploitalion and forced labcur: If the thire con- 
sideration is answered in the negative. then the 
administration tends to be fairly good as the 
natives have to be encouraged to develop the 
country themselves, 

If it is answered in the affirmative, exploita- 
tion, land-robbery, and money-taxation takes 
place to provide slave-labour for the colonists. 

An examination of our African possessions will 
show that the goodness or otherwise of our 
Government depends upon the above considera- 
tions and not upon any noble imperialism. though 
that theory provides the pseudo-ethical justifica- 
tion for our interference in other peonles affairs. 


PERCY HOCKADAY. 
21 Wawarden Avenue, Liverpool, 17. 


sons of the 


May I reply briefly to Alan Hadfield’s com- 
ments on my letter? 

Referring me to Lugard on Colonial Govern- 
ment in Africa is no answer to my charge of 
exploitation of the natives. I would never deny 
that Britain, and every other Imperialist power, 
has had wise and just Colonia! administrators 
though their very fewness tends, I think, to make 
to make their stature appear greater Unfor- 
tunately when the desire of the administrator to 
benefit the native conflicts with commercial 
interests the local official is likely to find that 
pressure in Whitehall on behalf of the interests 
involved will count for more than the native 
welfare, One example only; pressure in London 
managed to avoid an inquiry into the working of 
the West African Cocoa Pool] for a very long 
time despite ntany deputations and protests frem 
Africa. = 

GEOFFREY NORMAN. 

24 Frankland Close, 

Croxley Green, Herts. 


LETTERS 


NEWS 


Alan Hadiield’s letter confuses the issue by a 
reference to New Zealand. The rceent nistcry of 
Newfeundland (where the average ineome has 
sunk to a few pence per day under a dictatorship 
imposed by Great Britain) shows that our “ self- 
governing dominions” are not so free as some 
assume. But when we speak of “imperialism ” 
we mean India and the Colonies. 

The objections to “ pacifist imperialism ” are: 


1. That it is fundamentally immoral. As I 
have tried to show in these columns, no man is 
born the master of others, and “ good” govern- 
ment pre-supposes either self-government o: « 
race of ruling angels. 


2. Any imperial government that got down to- 


fundamental problems would destroy itself. In 
India, for example, it would alienate its only 
allies (princes, landlords, usurers, &7), and be 
forced to seek a new alliance with peasants and 
workers! They, however, would demand com- 
plete control of their affairs 2nd would not be 
content with “second fiddle.” 

3. The psychological fact of nationalism 
operates against benevolent imperialism. Even 
where cfficials mean well the peonle distrust 
them and generally refuse co-operation. It is 
alizays difficult to believe in the good intentions 
of a man who breaks forcibly into your house! 

4. Alan Hadfield's final reference to the Nazis 
illustrates the complete atsurdity of “ pacifist 
imperialism.” For if Germany is to be judged as 
“unfit for self-government” then sse can only be 
governed by military conquest, permanent mili- 
tary occupation, periodic military suppression of 
revolts and (probably) occas'onal wars with 
would-be rivais for the honcur of this pacific 


task. The same, precisely, cpplies to cur 
colonies. 
The remarks akout (ndia’s “heterogeneous 


mass of peoples and religions” reminds me that 
I read recently that “there are no such peopiec 
as the Belgians.” And what about the whole 
of Europe and its heterogeneous... (&2)? Occa- 
sional riots in India are ncthing ccmpared to our 
own tribal wars:. but who is going to give us a 
task of noble and Christian Imperialism? I give 
it up! 
REGINALD REYNOLDS 
53 Cleveland Square, W.2. 


WAY OF LIFE 


May 1 take this opportunity of re-emphasizing 
an article of our faith, viz. “Pacifism is 
prunarily a way of life for the individual” ? 
Some of us (including myself) find it dan- 
gerously e«sy to preach a higher standard cf 
national behaviour than we can yet attain as 
individuals. How many cf us reajly show to al! 
our neighbours. friends, and relatives the sym- 
pathy and understanding we want Britain to 
show Germany? 


(Mrs.) MILLICENT TURBAYNE, 11 Fairfax 
Road, Chiswick, W.4. 


14d. per word. minimum 2s. 


; Today (Friday, 
“WESTMINSTER; 7.15 pm Caxton Hall; 
“Catholics Look at War”; Erie Gill, Dr 
Orchard. D. ODrisole and Raymond Winch; 
admission free; Pax 

CAMBUSLANG, 739 p.m. Cambusiang Institute, 
Greenlees Road, Rev Robert Dobbie, Oliver 
| Brown and Rev. Lewis Maclachlan; PPU 
GLASGOW; 7.30 p.m. 1ILP Rooms, Baston Street; 
an exempted CO on his impressions of the 
Tribunal; No Conscription League. 
HUDDERSFIELD; 7.30 p.m. Northumberland 
Street Methodist School; Vera Brittain and Dr. 
!M. Phillips (chairman); PPU. 

, MUSWELL HILL; 7.45 p.m. 160 Muswell Hill 
| Road; John Barclay; PPU. 

ORPINGTON, Kent; 7.45 p.m Village Hall; Dr. 
Maude Royden and Rev. Vincent Long (chair- 
man); PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m & Endsleigh Gardens; 
Heten Harris on the London Tribunals; PPU. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 
BIRMINGHAM; 2.30 p.m. Dick Sheppard House, 
26 Holloway Head; meet for mass street selling: 
PPU 
BANSTEAD; 3 p.m. Methodist Church Hall, 
The Drive; Preston Benson on “ Pacifism asd 
the War”: PPU. 

GLASGOW; 3 p.m. Central Halls; 25 Bath Street; 
Miss Agatha Harrison on “India”; Women's 
International League. 

GREENFORD: 3 pm_ Public Library; John P. 
Fietcher ; PPU. 

HANLEY (Stoke-on-Trent) ; Tabernacle Congre- 
gzational Schoolroom, High Street; Staffordshire 
rally; 3 pm. E. Kersnaw; 5.30 p.m. H. Clip- 
stone: chairman: Rev N. Darrall; PPU. 
HAMMERSMITH; Friends’ Meeting House, The 
Mall; West London Regional meeting; 5 p.m. 
business meeting followed by reading: ~* History 
of COs in the Last War '; PPU. 
WORCESTER; 6 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Sansome Walk: Ex-Private Jim Simmons on 
“No Patched-up Peace”; PPU. 

LONDON, W.1; 7 p.m. Dick Sheppard Club, 
King’s Weigh House, Binney Street. Oxford 
Street (opposite Selfridges) ; members’ meeting ; 
PPU. There will be no meetings on December 
{19 and 26 

BRISTOL: / p.m. Knowle West Baptist Church, 
Newry Wark. Melvin Square; Rev. Leslie M. 
Wollen on “Some Implications of Pacifism”; 
chairnian. Rev. F. M. Cooper; Christian Pacifist 
Group and PPU. 

WOOD GREEN; 7 pm Stirling Hall, Stuart 
Crescent: Mcck Tribunal; PPU. 

TIVERTON; 7 p.m Methodist Church; W. J. 
Parkin on * Victory or Peace"; PPU. 


! Sunday, December 10 
BOURNEMOUTH; 3 pm. Friends’ Meeting 
House, Avenue Road: Mr. Laurie on “Kill or 
Cure ’ and Mr. Knight on “Should a Christian 
Fight?” ; PPU. 

HORSHAM; 3.39 pm _ Friends’ Meeting House, 

| Worthing Road; Horace Watson on “Your 

Money and Your Life"; chairman Frank 

| Moreton; PPU. 


Classified Advertisements 


ACCOMMODATION 


To Let 
COMFORTABLE ROOM for gentleman, with 
or without meals: moderate terms.—64 Shering- 
ton Avenuys, Hatch End, Middlesex. 


TO LET for the winter, Furnished Cottage, 4 
miles from Llanthony Abbey. Accommodation 
for four or five. Beautiful situation but lonely. 
Low rent to suitable tenants References — 
Apply Roberts, Sutton Rectory, Sandy Beds. 


Wanted 


CO (27), Cambridge Graduate, requires rooms 
or PG. with pacifist family, anywhere —Box 258, 
Peace Neus, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


EDUCATIONAL 


FELCOURT SCHOOL, East Grinstead Co- 
educational 9-16 A thorough education in an 
atmosphere free from war talk No shelters or 
gas mask drill. 


6d. CULTURAL CLASSES ~—Elocution, public 
speaking, Esperanto, psychology, literature. 
Sundays, 7.30.—Katharine Macdonald. pacifist 
(highest Festival certificates, Glasgow, Edin- 
burgh. London), “The Sanctuary.” G Lansdowne 
Crescent, Giasgow. 


FOR SALE 


CHRISTMAS CARD showing Madonna and 
Child, on sale at PPU headauarters, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, W.C.1. Half profits to PPU funds. 3d. 
including envelope. Orders for twelve or more 
sent post free in British Isles. 


“ELBIE“ EVERLASTING FIRELIGHTERS. 
Uses paraffin, wood. paper. Chins not required. 
Post free, 1s. Gd. each, 2 for 2s, 6d.—Batley and 
Co.. Stockport. 


RUBNOT. Wonderful Blue Washing lable.s. 
Saves Money, Time, Labour and your Clothes. 5 
Tablets, post free, 1s. Agencies Open —Rubnot 
Mfg. Co., Stockport. 


HEALTH AND MEDICAL 
MISS J. D WALLINGTON (and Mrs Helen 
Whitticom), health practitioner, osteopath, bone- 
setter, treats all conditions of ill-health by 
natural methods Consultations by appointment. 
t Ashley Place, S.W.! (Victoria 0131), and 2 


Norton Way North. Letchworth tLetchworth 
885). 


LITERATURE 


ACQUIRE GOOD BOOKS and aid PPU funds. 
kindred work. Fine books for pleasure and 
serious reading. trifle original cost. Member 
sends 14 for 5s—Box 269, Peace News, 3 Blacx- 
stock Road, London, N.4. 


WANTED. Second-hand Copies of My Quest 
‘or Peace (Lansbury) and The Mea I Killed 
(Crozier); or what have you’—Grant. Buriey, 
Aants 


MEETINGS 


“ BOLSHEVISM, NAZISM AND SOCIALISM: 
Russian Riddle Explained: Hitler’s Rise and 
Fall: Coming Socialist Triumph”; mass meeting 
of Socialist Party of Great Britain, Conway Hall, 
Red Lion Square, W.C.1 Friday, December 8, 
at 630 p.m. Speakers: S. Rubin, S, Goldstein; 
Chairman: Tony Turner. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


AS ANTI-HATE GESTURE, will anyone to 
whom the idea appeals, join advertiser in form- 
ing groups to sing carols in the streets Xmas 
week?—-Write Mansfield. 5 Gloucester Walk. W.8. 


PERIODICALS 


GEORGE LANSBURY contributes exclusive 
pacifist article to enlarged Christmas Literary 
Herald; amateur magazine. Fourpence (post 
free).—Editor 23 Croxteth Road, Liverpool. 


PERSONAL 


LIFE ON THE LAND, a new philosophy; eco- 
nomic assurance with broader views; dynamic 
ideals breathing new life for posterity. Stamp 
for particulars —Box 270, Peace News, 3 Black- 
stock Road. N.4. 


MRS. LARNER (daughters: Resa, Beryl, one 
son) last heard of. Derry Common, Birmingham, 
1927. Information welcomed. Old Friend.—Pox 
277. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road. N.4. 


PEACE PETITION.—Many thanks to. all 
friends for the overwhelming response. Forms 
available from Balham Esperanto Group, 20, 
Badminton Road, S.W.12. 


TO ALL SUFFERERS, mentally or physically, 
have you tried spiritual treatment? Testi- 
monials.-Box 249, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


WILL ANY PERSONS willing to give 
hospitality to woman pacifist speaker on tour 
kindly communicate to Box 272, Peace News, 3 
Blackstock Road, N.4. 


PRINTING 


FREE.—Samples Memos.. Cards. Handbills and 
particulars profitable agency.—D. Kinver, 3 
Coles Cottages, Horrabridg2, Yelverton, Devon. 


PACIFIST CALENDAR, 6d Groups 25% dis- 
count on orders of 12. Twelve printed with 
name and address (no discount).—Booskhouse 22 
Colehill Lane, Fulham. S.W.6 


PRINTING of any description. Cheapest hot%e 
in ccuntry for leaflets. &c Speedy delivery.— 
Gait & Son, Shipley, Yorks. Entirely PPU. 


RELIGIOUS 


QUAKERISM Information and literature 
respecting the Faith and Practice of the Religious 
Society of Frienis. free on application to the 
Friends’ Home Service Commiiee, Friends 
Houce, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 


Dates for Your Diary 


LONDON, E.C.1; 3.30 p.m. Memor:a: Buildings, 
Roscoe Street, Bunhill Row; Jenn Barclay; 
Society of Friends, 

CROYDON; 7 p.m_ Friends’ Meeting House, 
Park Lane; Cecil H. Heath (Barrister-at-Law) ; 
meeting for Fellowship and Encouragement; 
Society of Friends. 

GLASGOW; 7 pm. ILP Hall. 538 Mosspark 
Boulevard; Stop-the-War meeting; ILP and 
PPU speakers. 

NOTTINGHAM; 7 p.m. Adult Schoo! Room, Friar 
Lane: Regional Social; PPU. 

CLAPHAM; 7.15 p.m. Alexandra Hotel (oppo- 
site Clapham Station) ; Kenneth Bowden and J 
Seibert (chairman); National Secular Society. 
COLNE, Lancs.; 7.30 p.m. Co-operative Hall, 
Church Street; Andrew Stewart, Richard Bland 
and Claude Birtwistle (chairman); PPU. 


Monday, December I1 

BOSCOMBE, Bournemouth; 7.30 p.m Temper- 
ance Hall, Haviland Road; Joseph Jackson en 
“The Power of Non-Violence”; Boscombe 
Debating Society. 
LIVERPOOL ; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Hunter Sti:et (Back of Walker Art Gallery); 
John A. Hughes; Society of Friends and COs 
Advisory Committee. 


Tuesday, December 12 
TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting: 
Charles Haworth; City PPU group. 
LONDON, W.1; 7 p.m. Dick Sheppard Memorial 
Club, Binney Street (late Thomas Street, oppo- 
site Selfridge's); Mr. Kimber, representing 
Federal Union, interrogated by a PPU member; 
refreshments available from 6.15 p.m.; PPU. 
HARROW; 8 pm _ Wealdstone Labour Hall, 
Station Road; Sybil Morrison, N. F. Saunders 
and A. W. Rossiter (chairman); PPU. 
LUTON; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, Castle 
Street: Dr. Maude Royden; PPU and Christian 
Pacifist Group. 


Wednesday, December 13 
HOUNSLOW; 8 p.m. Congregational Church, 
Hanworth Road: “Let Us Think Peace”; Sybil 
Morrison on “A new Armistice”; chairman: 
Dr. L. White; PPU. 

NEW SOUTHGATE; 8 p.m. Friends’ Mecting 
House, Waterfall Road; Rev. Leslie Keeble 
(secretary, Methodist Peace Fellowship) and H. 
S. Moore (chairman) ; PPU. 

PECKHAM ; 8 p.m Dick Sheppard Centre, 158 
Queen's Road; S. Rubin on “ The Socialist Party 
of Great Britain”; PPU. 


Thursday, December 14 
SUTTON; 7.30 pm Sherwood Park Roed; F. 
R. Kersley on “ Federal Union”; PPU. 
WESTMINSTER ; 7.30 p.m. 17 Denbigh Street; 
A. Stephen"Noel; PPU. 


Friday, December 15 
GLASGOW; 7.30 pm. ILP Rooms. 
Street; Mock Tribunal; chairman: 
Marshall; No Conscription League. 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
heat Brockway on “ Boiled-Shirt Fascism”; 

PU. 


Baston 
Peter 


Latest time for copy, 
Tuesday morning 


SITUATIONS 


Vacint 
ANY UNEMPLOYED CO willing to kelp with 
housework; mornings  only.—Write Cc, 70 
Addison Way, Golders Green, N.W.11]. 


ee 
Wanted 
CLERK (32) seeks position, London area: 
shipping experience, shorthana typewriting (13 
years last firm).—Box 274, Peace News 3 Black- 
stock Road, N.4. 


ee) (conditional exemption) must obtain 
Agricultural Work. Inexperienced—willing— 
live in., A Munday, “ Closes,” Haddenham, 


Bucks. 


ee i Me 

EDUCATED SINGLE WOMAN, 30. any dom- 
estic, nursery. or institutional work where free- 
dom and Christian pacifism valued.—Briscoe, 
Vicarage. East Cowes, Isle of Wight. 


i ee eee 
_EMPLOYMENT REQUIRED, man 28. Prac- 
tically anything Experienced window-display 
(crépe-tobacco). Some knowledge posters and 
showcases.—Box 273. Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


i Ne 

FITTER (23), fully skilled, urgently seeks civil 
employment. Will gladly try snything except 
war work.—Box 271, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Road, N.4. 


ee eee 

LADY, KEEN PACIFIST seeks post as com- 
panion-nurse to elderly invalids. Small fee.— 
124 Pinner Hil! Road, Pinner. Telephone Pinner 
2174. 


POLITICAL AGENT (33). Experienced 
organizer, pacifist, requires secretaria) or similar 
position —Bex 275, Peace News. 3 Blackstock 
Road. N.4. 
ee ee 

WOMAN PACIFIST (29) seeks employment, 
Shorthand-typist-secretary. Experienced with 
poultry and dogs. Car driver.—Box 276, Peacé 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 
i 

TYPEWRITING 
— a ee ea 

FAMOUS LONDON-MADE RIBBONS Haif- 
price, 20s. dozen, 11s. half-dozen, 2s. each, postage 
paid. State machine and _ colovr(s).—Lamb’s, 
Adelphi Chambers, Preston, Lancs. 


FIRST CLASS Typewriting and Duplicating. 
Mabel Eyles, 51 Ruskin Walk, Herne Hill, 
London, SE24 Brixton 2863 


WHERE TO STAY 


“BEAUTIFUL BOURNEMOUTH.” Homely 
Pacifist family offer hospitality to Pacifist 
friends. Children welcomed. Xmas fare, good 


fires. fellowship. Share expenses.—105 Palmers. 
ton Road, Boscombe, 


LONDON: FOWLER, “Newlyn House,” 9 


Argyle Street, King’s Cross. W.C.1. B. and B. 
5s. Double 8s. 6d.—Ter. 3572. 

+ ¥ 
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of Tribunals 
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FOLLOWING are particulars of forthcom- 
ing sessions of the tribunals for con- 
scientious objectors: 


NORTH WALES 
In County Buildings, Colwyn Bay. on Decem- 
ber 4 and 5; County Buildings, Wrexham. Decem- 
ber 7 and 8, 20 and 21. (At 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
each day.) 
SOUTH WALES 


In City Hall, Cardiff, on December 13, 14 and 
15; Guildhall, Swansea, December 27 and 28; 
Shire Hall, Carmarthen, December 28 and 29. 
(At 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. each day, except on 
December 28, when sittings will be at 10 a.m. at 
Swensea and 2 p.m. at Carmarthen.) 


LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE 
In the Civil Court, St. George’s Hall, Liver- 
pool, on December 5-8 and 12-15 (commencing 
at 9.30 a.m.) 
MIDLANDS 
In Leicester Castle on December 11 and 12. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
In County Court, Westgate Road, on Decem- 
ber 14 and 15, at 10.30 a.m. 


Women’s Peace 


March Banned 


(Continued from page 1). 


Friday and Saturday, December 15 and i6. 
Mr. C. W. Hope Gill is in charge of the’ 
arrangements. Volunteers should get in 
touch with him at PPU Headquarters, 6 
Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. Orders for Peace 
News should, of course, still be sent to this 
office but sent at once, please. 


Volunteers are particularly wanted for a 
mass selling drive in London on the Satur- | 
day, when it is intended to cover not only 
the West End, but the following railway 
termini as well: Victoria, Charing Cross, 
Holborn, Waterloo, London Bridge, Euston, 
King’s Cross, St. Pancras, Liverpool Street 
and Cannon Street. | 


Miss Honorine Catto, of 16 Bramerton 
Street, London, S.W.3, having heard that 
the march had been banned, told Peace 
News that if no-one else would organize a 
march in spite of the ban, she would walk 
through the streets on December 16. 

Accompanied by anyone who cares to 
join her, she will carry a banner stating 
the number of women who had intended to 
march, announcing that the march had 
been banned. 


All communications regarding the cam- 
paign should be addressed to Miss Sybil 
Morrison, Hon Secretary, Women’s Peace 
Campaign. 6 Endsleigh Street, London, 
W.C.L. 


be likely to -cau 
disorder: 
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PEACE NEWS 


Editorial, Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 


3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates, anywhere in the World: 

Quarterly: 2s. 6d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who 
accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter what their 
approach. Its activity is not confined to the 
registration of those who are opposed to war. 
but promotes and encourages a _ constructive 
peace policy. Members are attached to local 
groups designed to achieve a communal peace 
mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give 
your pledge on a postcard: — 

I renounce war and I will never support or 

sanction another. 

Sign this, add your address, and send the card 
to the Peace Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 

* 


Neither the Peace Pledge Unicn nor Peace 
News itself is necessarily committed to views 
expressed in the articles we publish. Contribu- 
tions are welcomed, though no payment is made. 
They should be typewritten, if possible, and one 
side only of the paper should be used. 


| CUT OUT FOR RETURNS — 
No. LB2 8.12.39 


NOW, therefore; I, in pursuance of 
the power conferred on me by Regula- 
tion 39E, of the Defence Regulations, 
y by this Order prohibit fo 


a SS ee, 


PEACE NEWS 


Continued from Page 1 


the secret history of our times is revealed— 
and that may not be for a long time. 


(It might be mentioned here, though it 
has no direct bearing on current events, 
that if Russia had really become a beacon 
of inspiration for the workers everywhere 
she would have been the one great country 
in the world that could have dispensed with 
arms. “The respect and sympathy of 
masses of people in every country” would 
have been a more powerful protection. But 
“might-have-beens” are no_ consolation 
when we are faced with militarism ramp- 
ant.) 

Don't think that by attempting to show 
the background to the invasion [I'm sug- 
gesting it can be excused. It can’t, any 
more than any other manifestation of 
militarism can. 

* 


So much for Finland. What is to follow? 


By last weekend the suggestion was being 
put about fhat Russia is now the menace to 
European civilization, and that the belliger- 
ents in the West should combine to resist 
the infection of Bolshevism. 


This idea must commend itself to those 
whose fear of communism amounts to an 
obsession. They would much prefer a 
Right-wing government in Germany, how- 
ever ruthless its treatment of internal 
opponents, to a war-weakened Reich which 
would fall an easy prey to communism. 
(Provided. of course, that this German 
government acknowledged the Anglo- 
French claim to rule the European and 
colonial roost.) 


A New Soviet Move ? 


The same applies to the South-East, 
where Italy leads those who are anxious 
that Soviet influence should not spread. 

As for Russia itself, we have already seen 
that its foreign policy is based, like that of 
any other nation, on self-interest. I think 
the desire to propagate communism still 
exists, but it undoubtedly takes second 
place. 

We may, therefore, assume that further 
moves will only be made if Stalin feels it 
essential to secure other strategic positions 
in Scandinavia or in South-Eastern Europe. 
He has no compelling economic motive 
such as we find in cases of aggression by 
imperialist Powers. 

¥* 


* Y 


* * 


This is a time of rapid change, but I think 
it safe to say we face two possibilities: 

1. Development of an anti-Soviet bloc 
which would include the Western Euro- 
pean Powers; or 


se serious 


Facsimile of part of the officiai announce- 
ment by Sir John Andersoa of the pro- 
hibition of “processions of a_ political 
character” in London. Now displayed at 
all Metropolitan Police Stations, it is dated 
“November 28”—ELEVEN DAYS AFTER 
John Barclay’s suggestion for a Women's 


Peace March first appeared in “ Peace 
News”! 


public | 


2. A continuation of the present war| 


against Germany, with Stalin taking ad- 
vantage of any opportunity to increase 
Russia’s strategic power and in the mean- 
time doing what he can to guard against 
an early German collapse. 

The first of these possibilities would 
please the forces of reaction, provided they 
could secure the establishment of a “well- 
behaved” German government; the second 
would please the Comintern. 

But, since cither would probably mean a 
holocaust beside which the bombing of 
Finnish towns would seem a picnic, neither 
is in the real interests of the millions of 
ordinary people in every land who want 
peace. 


A “holy crusade,” whether against 
Bolshevism or against Nazism” would not 
put food into the mouths of the hungry. It 
would intensify every problem that faces 
us today; militarism and tyranny would 
spread like an infection over the face of 
the earth; still more millions would live in 
the shadow of the bomber. 


End Domination 


There must be some alternative to this 
appalling prospect. There is. 


The masses in every land want peace: 
they want the chance to enjoy the higher 
standard of living made possible by man’s 
ingenuity and nature’s abundance. 


Very well, let them say so! Or at any 
rate, let us say so on their behalf, while 
our voices may still be raised in compara- 
tive freedom. 


Let us say we want to end a system under 
which nations arm to retain the fruits of 
past conquests or to make new ones; under 
which the possession of a few square miles 
of land in some strategically important 
position is considered more valuable than 
the lives of human beings. 


Let us say we wish Britain to have no 
privilege, no material possession, that is 
denied to others; and let us apply the same 
principle between ourselves, here in 
Britain. 

+ 


* * 


One big problem faces this generation: 
how to make full use of the world’s re- 
sources and distribute the products fairly 
among the world’s inhabitants. 

Because we have failed to deal with that 
problem we are now on the brink of dis- 
aster—and we blame Hitler, or Stalin, or 
anyone but ourselves! 

The problem won’t be solved by a con- 
tinuation of the war against Germany, or 
by a sudden change in the diplomatic line- 


difficult. 


If we in Britain insist that the job be| 


tackled now we shall 


5 = : ¢ can 
up to bring us into conflict with Russia.) omi 
Either of those courses would leave the task untold misery and suffering for the working 


even more urgent and immeasurably more! 
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Future Sessions STALIN’S MOVE EXPLAINED! Aid for C.0.s 


Who Register 


Tomorrow 


"TOMORROW (Saturday) is registration 
4 day for the men who, on Friday last 
(December 1), were over 20 but under 23. 


Those who wish to register as conscien- 
tious objectors should note very carefully 
the following information: 


1. If you fail to register. you become liable 
to a fine of up to £5, and if the authorities think 
that you may be a CO they have power to 
register you provisionally in the Register of Con- 
scientious Objectors. 


2. Before answering any 
any forms, state that you 
objector. Your particulars 
by a different official or in 


3. You must take your National Registration 
Identity Card and Unemployment Book (if any). 
You may be required to give your name and 
home address, and to state whether married or 
single, your present (or, if unemployed, your 
last) employment, and usual occupation. 


4. On registering as a CO you will be handed 
two forms: 


A postcard “Certificate of Provisional 
Registration in the Register of Conscientious 
Objectors.” Keep this certificate safely, and 
if you lose it. apply immediately for a dupli- 
cate. If you later change your home address 
or name you must fill in the new particulars 
and vost the form back; otherwise you may be 
fined up to £5. 


A foolscap form of “application to Local 
Tribunal,” which must be completed and 
posted to the address which will be shown, to 
be received there by the date indicated, which 
will be fourteen davs after registration. (A 
certificate of posting may be obtained at a Post 
Office for a halfpenny.) If you fail to return 
this form in time, your name may be removed 
from the Register of Conscientious Objectors, 
and you would become liable for full military 
service, unless you have some special excuse. 


questions or signing 
are a conscientious 
may then be taken 
a different room. 


5. In due course you will receive notice to 
appear befure a local tribunal. Although this 
notice will probably not be sent to those in re- 
served occupations, they must follow the pro- 
cedure outlined akove. 


6. If you are not already in touch with your 
loca! advisory bureau for conscientious 
objectors, communicate with it by the time you 
receive the notice to appear before the tribunal. 
The name of your nearest local advisory bureau 
may be obtained from the National Joint 
Advisory Bureau, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, 
WC.1. 


Calls 


Co-operative Party 


for Peace 
A resolution denouncing the present war “as 
imperialist war for colonies, imperialist 


nation, and profits. which can only end in 


eoples of the world.” was passed at the annual 


reeting of the Arnold branch of the Nottingham 
C)-operative Party. 


The resolution called for an immediate cessa- 


; awaken hope in tin of hostilities, and the immediate convocation 
masses of people in Germany and other of a 


peace conference representative of the 


lands where demands such as those I have| belligerents, together with Italy, USA, and the 


suggested dare not be voiced, nor action 
taken to implement them. We, however. 
can voice such demands; we can, if we will, 
bring the present insanity to a stop. 


Let us do so now, before we find our- 
selves living under conditions in which dis- 
cussion of the world’s disorder is impossi- 
ble and in which the forces of destruction 
are triumphant over the hopes of humanity. 


Not So Funny 
A BATTLE in the air as it seems to 
the victor. By a twenty-ycar-old 
airman last night:— 
“The hunt is grand. The kill isn’t so 
funny.” 
—Daily Express, November 29. 


Published from Editorial and Publishing Office. 
News,” Ltd (Registered Office, 6. Endsleigh Street, 
Bros. & Harding, Ltd ‘<T.U.), 
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p 
c ased 
National Government” 


SSR, for the settlement of all outstanding 


p oblems 


It demanded that the national executive of the 
rty renounced the present political truce, and 
“reactionary 


all co-operation with the 


@ The Socialist attitude to 


FEDERAL 
UNION 


By C. A. SMITH 


® U.S.S.R. — Proletarian or 
Capitalist State ? 


By R. L. WORRALL 


Also * Facts About India,” 
“Blimp at War” and other 


articles in December 


“LEFT” 
B 


Send for specimen copy (33d. post 
free) or six months for 1/9, to:— 


* Left,” 
35, St. Bride Street, 
London, E.C.4. 


